



as gue bt 









































































































































Copyright, 1931, by The Sunday School <3 Co. 


day School 


Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the post-office at Philadelphia, Pa., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 











1% 


mtered as second-class matter at the post-office department, Ottawa, Canada. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times Co., 323-327 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, May 23, 1931 


Volume Severity-three. No. 21 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.50 
See page 307 





Lesson for June 7 in this issue . 


Lesson 10.—Jesus Crucified. Luke 23. 
Notes on Open Letters: 





Needless Fear Over the Unpardonable Sin .......... 298 
What the Crucifixion Proclaimed to Men. By George 
Wey: : GUNN: <a 0c aN 86 9 S05 v oaba dei bun obdeh oooc b0008cacccesatn 299 


A Year of. Victory in the Belgian Gospel Mission. a 
SUE Ws OOO Doo in RAAT NS Gay a Sok hve 6 v6e 00640 ose Rhbas Leee 
Our Successful Summer Bible School. By Faith Williams oe 
International Uniform Lesson ..............cceeeeceeees 302-305 
RANCORE. CRIN: 865 discs vey ecccwebede wuss steees coamageeehs 35 
Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By John W. Lane, Jr. 305 


The Protestant Hospital at Digne, France ................ 306 

Girls’ Problems of Today. Discussed by Mother Ruth par 

Sending Others ta Keswick ©..ccccciccscscccstvecccccscsvece 307 

SORRUEONL ON ROU. 05 66h 6455055008 6 b00\e5s 6000's veh can one 307 

For Family Worship, By Howard A. Banks, Litt. D.. i+ 308 
se 


Poor for Our Sakes 
By Mary Brainerd Smith 


HE earth, with all its fullness, is the Lord’s: 
He made it, and ’tis His alone for aye; 
Yet in @ borrowed bed in Bethlehem 
They laid Him, when He came to earth one day. 


Ty.c sea is His, and all its mighty waves 
He holds within the hollow of His hand; 
Yet 'tis a borrowed boat He needs must use 
To put out from that threaged Gennesaret strand. 


' The cattle o’er a thousand hills are His, 


The fruitage too that countless valleys yield ; 
Yet He must borrow bread and fish to feed 
The hungry people in Bethsaida’'s field. 


And all the silver and the gold are His, 
With ail earth holds of treasures rich and vast; 
¥et in a borrowed room He spread a feast, 
And-in a borrowed tomb was laid at last. 


Yea, for our sake, He laid His wealth aside ; 
Yet from His poverty such blessing streams, 
That we, the very poorest of the 
Are rich beyond all counting and all dreams. 


¢ 








The Sin of Suicide 

Taking life is never a privilege of the individual. 
“Thou shalt not kill” is as definitely a commandment 
against suicide as against murder. Legislative exe- 
cution of murderers is another matter, and is com- 
manded by God in both the Old Testament and the 
New (Gen. 9:6; Rom. 13:4). But sin of every 
kind is on the increase today, and the sin of suicide 
it notably so. To make matters worse, one or an- 
other’ “alithority” comes forward and approves sui- 
cide. Some weeks ago a prominent British specialist 
in nerve diseases, Dr. Hugh Chrichton-Miller, made a 
statement before a meeting of the National Council 
of Mental Hygiene, in London, favoring suicide on 
the part of those suffering from incurable diseases. 
He admitted that “religion tends to be unsympathetic 
toward suicide.” The Toronto Globe has interviewed 
prominent lawyers, physicians, and clergymen on’ the 
subject, and it is encouraging to nofé that the mon- 
strous suggestion of the British specialist was un- 
equivocally. condemned. Those interviewed included 
the neurologist Dr..Goldwin Howlaiid; the President 
of the Academy of Medicine,’ Dr. D: King Smith; 
and Dr. J. E. Elliot, who said tersely: - “Any medical 
man who advocates suicide is in need of medical 
attention himself. . . . It is to be remembered that 
a doctor’s duty is to save, not to destroy.” A clergy- 
man said truly: “As we are only the lessees of life, 
we have neither permission nor authority to free our- 
selves from its mortal bonds and throw back that 
which is most sacred of all gifts into the face of 
the donor. Ownership of life is vested in God alone, 

We can well afford to ignore the false ethics of 
this latest advocate of self-destruction; it is utterly 
pagan.” Major Eric Armour, Crown Attorney, says 
that if the right of man to take his own life is ad- 
mitted, “why not go further and admit that he has 


the. right to take the life of others?” Still, another 
consideration noted is the fact that many. sufferers 
who appear to be incurable are eventually cured. But 
over and above this human reasoning, which is con- 
clusive, is the sacred stewardship of life committed 
to us by the Creator, redeemed not “with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, . . . but with the precious 
blood of Christ,” and something to be cherished and 
safeguarded as belonging not to ourselves but to the. 
Creator and Redeemer, for him to use here on earth 
or take to himself, as and when he will. No human 
suffering here on earth is to be compared with the 
awiul risk of going directly into the presence of God 
by the act of our own hand in deliberate defiance 
of his loving command, “Thou shalt not kill.” 


=< 
Fulfilling Terrible Prophecies 


God’s prophecies are sometimes rich with blessing, 
sometimes terrible with. judgment or warning. Those 
who crucified Christ had Scriptures that foretold just 
what woujd occur; these infallible predictions were 
ample warning against the greatest crime of history 
had the Jews of Christ’s day been willing to believe 
with open hearts the Scriptures that they knew were 
God’s words, Rejecting their God because they re- 
jected his Son, they fulfilled his terrible prophecies. 
Thomas M. Chalmers of the New York Jewish Mis- 
sion, reprinting. in The Jewish Missionary Magazine 
a poem from THE Sunpay ScHoot Times, “The 
a Visage,” says: “How clear and definite is 

the prophecy in: Micah and the tragic result as seen 
in Isaiah. It is singular that this prophecy was ful- 
filled by both the Jews (Luke 22:64) and the Gentiles 
(Matt. 27:30; Mark 15:19). One is reminded of 
the terrible prediction in Isaiah 50:6: ‘I gave my 
back to the smiters, and- my cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair? I hid not my face from shame 
and spitting.’ No wonder he appeared ‘so marred 
from the form of man.’ Is it not remarkable that in 
the persecutions of/the Jews their enemies have plucked 
the beards from the cheeks of their old men? This 
occurred frequently in recent years in Poland. Jehovah 
suits the penalty to the crime. Consider what indig- 
nity was done to that majestic Dignity from heaven. 
Let the thought of his sufferings, the vision of that 
marred face, stir within us a deeper sense of what it 
cost our Christ to ‘purchase us with. his own blood.’ 





Let our pondering on what we owe him rouse us up 
to new love, to holier living, to more devoted service; 
to keener outstretching of mind and heart toward his 
appearing. One feels that in eternity as we behold 
our majestic Lord we shall think of that awful scene 
at Jerusalem and shall be melted before him.” 


Xx 
Why Make Mistakes? 


It is a good habit not to make mistakes. Most 
of us make them—but why should we? Are we 
not’ rather too easy on ourselves for the mistakes we 
make? Could we not all afford to “brace up” in this 
matter, be more severe with ourselves, and really live 
by a higher standard of accuracy? The Saturday 
Evening Post has been publishing an interesting series 
of articles entitled “The Secretary to the President,” 
written by Everett Sanders, who was President Cool- 
idge’s secretary. Mr. Sanders’ reminiscences are ex- 
traordinarily interesting and valuable. Here is one of 
his comments: “Every one connected with the White 
House knows that he is not to make mistakes. I 
always protected my memory at the White House 
by making a note on a slip of paper on my desk of 
each of the hundreds of things I had to do each day. 
At night every slip had to be torn up and thrown into 
the wastebasket, showing the task was completed or 
passed into competent hands, so that it was not my 
next move. -My desk was a clearing house for almost 
everything.” There is a phrase we might all well 
remember and take to ourselves; “Every one... 
knows :that he is not to make mistakes.” This ought 
not to be limited. to the White House. -Errors are 
serious there, but they are serious everywhere. Mr. 
Sanders does not intimate for a moment that he never 
made mistakes; he frankly describes some of his mis- 
takes while in his responsible position, and he tells 
in a delightful way how patient and considerate Mr. 
Coolidge was with members of his staff when they 
did slip up. But. there was a high standard there, 
much. was expected of every one; and so should it be 
with all of us. We have a “Chief” whose service 
means even more than that of the President of the 
United States, and He expects much of us. He is 
patient and gracious when we fail; but he can keep 
us from failing if we trust him fully. Let us, look- 
ing unto him, come out into a new and refreshing 
experience of fewer mistakes. 


The Human Background of Pentecost 


early Church to realize the importance of the back- 

ground of the events. The dranta was not acted 
out on an empty stage. We see the great figures in 
the foreground so largely that we can scarcely adjust 
our eyes to see the minor characters. Peter fills the 
story of Pentecost as we know it until we find it 
hard.even to see the two thousand souls who that day 
were added to the church. Still less clearly are we 
able to see the crowded city of Jerusalem, with its 
jostling, slowly moving masses of people who soon 
will be scattered again over the whole known world. 
Yet the happenings of Pentecost were not isolated in 
the house of the Upper Room, nor was its influence 
confined to those who came within the sound of Peter’s 
voice. The whole city was moved, and not merely 
the whole city but the whole world. 

Naturally, the greatest change was that which took 
place in the disciples themselves. No writer of fiction 
would have dared to picture such a_ transformation 
in his characters. If he had done so every critic 
would have pointed out the incredibility of the episode. 
The courage of the apostles is amazing. Re-create for 
yourself the picture of that group of men and women 
with faces shining as though flames of fire burned 
above their heads, so exalted and lifted above them- 
selves that those who looked at them could only 
account for their exaltation by saying that they were 
drunk, challenging an Eastern crowd with a message 
that they knéw would rouse all their bitterness and 


[: IS not very easy in reading the story of the 


hate. Look at the little group of commonplace men 
and women huddled on the top of the short flight of 
unfenced steps and on the roof, fishermen and peasants 
and tax-gatherers, and ask whether they are likely 
to move the world. Or watch the crowd who fill 
the street, camel-drivers and muleteers, Pharisees and 
publicans, citizens of Jerusalem and.men feom the 
far lands, and ask what it is about that unlettered, 
unimportant fisherman from Galilee which compels 
their attention and admiration. Why is it that he is 
able to lay a spell upon them and compel them to 
listen to accusing, challenging statements for which 
any other man would have, been torn to pieces?) There 
are men in that crowd who, a few weeks before, 
had howled and snarled in Pilate’s courtyard, clamer- 
ing that Jesus should be crucified. Now. they listen 
patiently as Peter claims that the man whom they 
crucified was the Christ of God. We listen to it 
today with a wearied* interest and forget that it was 
one of the most courageous speeches ever delivered. 
Even more remarkable is the fact that this defiance 
of public opinion was made by a man who a few 
weeks before had been as weak and cowardly in the 
face of danger as most of us would have been. Some- 
thing really great has to happeri before human nature 
can be changed so rapidly and in such a revolutionary 
fashion.as that. But Peter is only typical of the whole 
company. | If it is difficult to believe that one man may 
be so ‘greatly changed, how mtich’ more difficult is it 
to believe ‘in ‘a large group being transformed. Yet. 
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that is what happened. The skeptic and the cynic 
have to explain the fact that these men who had feared 
and fled became men who chalienged and detied the 
public opinion of the world. Men who had appeared 
very ordinary and commonplace revealed amazing 
powers of statesmanship and leadership. They _be- 
came skillful strategists and clever dipiomats. They 
met grave crises ‘and solved difficult problems be- 
cause, in their own phrase, “it seemed good to the 
Holy Ghost, and to us.” In the name and power of 
the Lord Jesus they compelled the tribute that they 
turned the world upside down. They found, moreover, 
that they were able to share this transforming experi- 
ence with all who were willing to receive it, and-that 
they possessed powers of healing for both body and 
soul such as their Master had, These powers did not 
fade with use, rather, they incfeased and developed, 
and new powers were given to meet new opportunities 
and new emergencies. These are not suppositions ; 
they are well attested facts of history, facts attested 
by foes as well as by friends. : 

Now what did all this mean in Jerusalem? Was it 
a nine days’ wonder, a passing sensation that died 
down as rapidly as \it had arisen; or did it grow in 
influence and power with the passing days? We know 
comparatively little. There were no newspapers, and 
the only record we have is exclusively concerned with" 
the growth of the Church. But the large element 
of the supernatural in the story of Pentecost would 
create widespread interest, even if nothing else did; 
for nothing intrigues man as the spiritual does. The 
gates and bazaars of Jerusalem were vast whispering 
galleries, and this new sensation came before the ex- 
citement and interest created by the story of the res- 
urrection had had time to die down. Even if they 
had wished to do so, the disciples could not have kept 
to ‘themselves the stories of the appearances of the 
risen Lord, for when he appeared “to above five hun- 
dred brethren at once,” the story must have been 
broadcast in every direction. During the weeks pre- 
célitie “Pethecost, Jesus of Nazareth must have been 
one of the most talked about and most eagerly debated 
personalities in Jerusalem, and the stories of his resur- 
rection would be debated everywhere, affirmed or 
denied according to the hopes or prejudices of those 
who argued. Pentecost must have been like the pour- 
ing of fresh oil upon the fire, for the thing was not 
done in a corner. Jerusalem -was not a great city 
like London or New York where one half the city 
knows nothing: of what is happening in the other half. 
It was a little, huddled, compact community where news 
would spread as swiftly as in any little market town. 
The news of the outward happenings would lose noth- 
ing in the telling, and Peter’s sermon would be repeated 
with many distortions and additions in every place 
where men and women gathered together and would 
grow more sensational with every repetition. The 
whole city would be moved. 

This new disturbance must have been a matter of 
very great anxiety to the authorities, both political 
and ecclesiastical. Pilate had been trying to convince 
himself that he had washed his hands of: Jesus, and 
the priests and rulers were equally sure that they had 
rid themselves of Jesus when he had died on Calvary. 
The stories of his resection had been disturbing 
enough, but while the feports were merely private 
matters they could afford to ignore them. ow that 
these public claims had been made in such.a dramatic 
fashion it was another matter, for they~ had been 
publicly accused of the most terrible blunder and the 
most awful crime against God and man that was con- 
ceivable. Both ‘Pilate and the priests were placed in 
a most ager ee and unenviable position. It is one of 
the most cénvincing proofs for the reality and truth 
of the resurrection that neither Pilate nor Caiaphas 
attempted to refute publicly the claims made by Peter 
and the apostles. 

If either Pilate or Joseph of Arimathea had moved 
the body of Jesus the fact would certainly have been 
made known in the days when Jerusalem was moved 
by the story of Pentecost, if it had not been made 
known before. Even if the body had been destroyed 
those who had witnessed its destruction would have 
been produced to bear testimony. And, certainly, if 
any such claim had been made-traces of it would 
be found in the anti-Christian controversies of the 
first centuries. Knowing what we do of what manner 
of men they were, we may say that neither Pilate 
nor Caiaphas nor Annas would have submitted to 
the condemnation if there had been any way of escape. 
It is not difficult to imagine the feelings in their 
minds as they saw the whole city moved against them, 
and their chafing at their position when they have 
Peter and John in their power and can only warn 
them to “speak no more in this name.” Caiaphas 
appears as much afraid of Peter as Pilate was of 


Jesus. The explanation of the amazing fact is in 
Pentecost. “When they saw the boldness of Peter 
and John . . . they took knowledge of them that they 


had been with Jesus.” It is obvious that the priests 
and rulers would. have stopped at nothing if they 
knew of any way in which this pestilent heresy could 
be silenced. It was not the will to stamp. out the 
infant Church that was lacking, but only the oppor- 
tunity. But you cah. imagine the dreams and fears 
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that haunted Pilate’s pillow and the rage and anger 
that dwelt in the heart of Caiaphas. 

Meanwhile, not just Jerusalem, but the whole world 
was being moved by the story of Pentecost. The 
list of ‘the peoples who heard the story of Jesus in 
their own tongue is utterly without interest until you 
read it with a map of the ancient world. Then you 
see that the story begins with men of the races farthest 
East, travels West around the Mediterranean until 
peoples of all the known world are gathered in: In 
a few days they had scattered to their own homes. But 
the men who returned were not those who had set 
out. Something had happened to-them which meant 
that life could never be the same again. Those who 
knew them saw the change in their shining faces, 
heard a new tone in their voices, sensed the difference 
in the fashion in which they met the happenings of 
life. Nor could they keep to themselves the’ knowl- 
edge of what had™“happened. The experience had to 
be shared. The story must*be ‘told, however amazing 
and incredible it sounded to those who had not seen 
what they had seen, nor experienced what they had 
felt. That happened everywhere from Persia to Rome. 

Just as today a missionary goes into some Hindu 
village and finds a man -who has bought a Gospel at 
some great festival and, reading it, has come to know 
the Lord Jesus; or in an African village finds a man 
who has heard ‘the message of the cross-in a mine 
compound or a coast tour, and has passed the story 
on to his fellows and so prepared the way of the 
Lord; so often when Paul ‘or Thomas, Tohn or Barna- 
bas went into a new town to preach Jesus .some one 
would come who had shared the wonder of the glory 
of Pentecost, and the good tidings had preceded them. 
Peter’s message was literally broadcast to the world 
from the steps of the house in that little, narrow street 
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Needless Fear Over the Unpardonable Sin 


Once upon a time I was a subscriber and enjoyed 
the Times so much; now am a nervous mental 
wreck over my spiritual plight. 

This is what makes me so sure now that I am 
done for. 


I felt that I came to Jesus ‘thousands of times, or 
to God, and asked divine aid and help out of my 
condition, yet none came. _All seemed black and dark, 
—no assurance. So one day in bitterness, yes, very 
bitterly, I said to my husband or in his presence 
at least, possibly to God: “Come unto me, I will 
in no wise cast out, whosoever will, yes, none of 
them mean that for I’ve come and come and comé; 
ha, ha, ha, it doesn’t mean anything.” 

Now that is just exactly what I said, not two 
months ago. Since that time I have seemed more 
dead than ever, and something seems to tell me now 
that, right then, saying that in bitterness of soul 
forever fixed me spiritually. Surely that is what 
is meant in Matthew 12:32. If not, what? That 
yoteees in Matthew has worried me terribly always. 
t reads to me that if the sin is committed of an 
impious word or words spoken concerning, the work- 
ings of God’s Holy Spirit, his dealings with men, our 
damnation is sealed; and, as it says in, Scripture, 
hath never forgiveness. 

Oh, I am so utterly wretched; I need help so des- 
perately, and my little family need me, too. Will 
you please nyt Try to help me if you can see 
any mercy for me. 


A personal letter has been written\‘to this tormented 
and suffering child of God,—-for the Editor is as- 
sured that she is indeed a born again, redeemed soul, 
one of those of whom the Lord Jesus Christ said: 
“And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall 
never perish” (John~ 10: 28). 

The passage in Matthew 12:31, 32, over which 
this Christian woman is needlessly tormented, is’ as 
follows: “Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of 
sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the 


blasphemy against. the Holy Ghost shall not be for- 


given unto men. whosoever speaketh a ‘word 
against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but 
whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall 
not be forgiven him, neithef in this world, neither in 
the world to come.” ; Si 

In the hope that the Editor’s personal letter may 
help still others who have been tortured similarly by 
the fear that they. have committed the unpardonable 
sin of the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, it is 
given here in part: 

Satan is tormenting you by lying to you about your- 
self and about God. Of this I have no doubt what- 
soever. Your longing to “get. back to God” is con- 
clusive evidence that He has not cast you off. Those 
who have committed the unpardonable sin, the blas- 
phemy against the Holy Ghost, have no such desire 
for forgiveness and restoration as you have. Those 
words that you spoke one day in bitterness were not 
the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. Many a per- 
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in Jerusalem that day. If we could read the stories 
behind the ‘names of some of those to whom Paul 
sends greetings -here and there, one doubts not but 
that we should find many. of them in the company _ 
who listened to Peter on the day of Pentecost. 

Professor J. A. Robertson, in “The Hidden Ro- 
mance of the New Testaffiént” (Doubleday, Doran : 
Co:, New York City, $2,1928), has a story: that was 
surely typical of many. He points out that Simon 
of Cyrene, who carried the cross for Jesus, is spoken 
of by Mark as “the father of Alexander and Rufus,” 
an: indication that Alexander and Rufus were familiar 
and prominent figures in the early Church. Now Paul, - 
among the other greetings with which he closes’ his 
letter to the Romans, says: -“Salute that choice Chris- 
tian, Rufus; also his mother, who has been :a mother 
to me.” Now it is a reasonable assumption that this 
is the same Rufus as he to whom Mark refers, the 
son of Simon of Cyrene. If it be so, see what a 
romance is indicated. Simon shares the wonder and 
the glory of Pentecost, goes home to Cyrene to be an 
evangelist for his Saviour, his two sons become pillars 
of the Christian Church, and his house becomes such 
a home for Paul that the apostle lovingly claims it 
as his own, “his mother and mine” (Rom. 16: 13). 
Surely that is a typical rather than an isolated inci- 
dent. Such things happened in many homes, in many 
towns, in many lands,.as those who were being saved 
went their own ways. 

Pentecost was not just an incident in Church his- 
tory, nor merely a theological happening. It was 
something wonderfully human and intensely real, 
touching countless lines; some to a great condemnation, 
like Cataphas, because when the light came they chose 
the darkness; some to great and growing salvation, 
as Simon, because they followed the Lord Christ. 


son has spoken words like that, has confessed them 
to God as sin, and has been fully and permanently 
restored. Many of us have known what it is to doubt 
God’s Word, and even to say in bitterness that this 
or that portion of his Word is not true; but God 
does not cast us off for that. The blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost is ascribing to Satan, as the Pharisees 
did in Matthew 12:24, the work of the Holy Spirit. 
You have not done that; Even if you had ever spoken 
words of that sort, or should do so now, it. would 
not be the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, which 
is a heart-condition that is ‘utterly different from the 
condition of your heart. 

You are a child of God. Yow received Christ as~ 
your Saviour. He accepted you. God the Father 
has given you to Christ; because of your faith that 
Christ is the Son of God; that he died for your sins; 
that he was raised again frém the dead. Therefore 
you are one of those of whom the Lord Jesus himself 
said: “I give unto them eternal life; and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is 
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them 
out of my Father’s hand” (John 10: 28, 29). 

Even if you think you are lost, you are not. Even 
if you should lose your mind, God is not going to 
lose you. Even “if we are faithless, he abideth 
faithful; for he cannot deny himself” (2 Tim. 2: 
13). ' 

Therefore thank him for this. We shall pray for 
you in our office prayer groups here. The Lord’ Jesus 
Christ is praying/for you, for he ever liveth to make 
intercession for you (Heb. 7:25). And, because you 
know not how to pray as you ought, the Holy Spirit 
is making intercession for you with groanings which 
cannot be uttered (Rom. 8: 26). 

I praise God that you are saved and safe. Satan 
cannot pluck you out of Chfist’s hands. You cannot 
pluck yourself out of Christ’s hands. Those nail- 
pierced hands are holding you for time and eternity. 

Here is another word from God that is inviolably 
and -eternally true: “If we-confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Just 
confess to him-any and every sin now, even the sin 
of unbelief, and then thank him that he has cleansed 
you so that you are whiter than snow, as white as the 
Lord Jesus Christ himself 

I fear you have been making the mistake of look- 
ing to your feelings, or for a great change in feeling, 
as evidence that God has forgiven and restored you. 
Feelings are utterly untrustworthy and deceptive. Pay 
no attention to your feelings, but thank God that his 
Word is true, and cannot be broken, and therefore 
he has you and will never let you go. You gave your- 
self to him. Will you not kneel before the Lord now, 
opening your Bible to 2 Timothy 1:12, and tell him: 
“I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that’ which I have committed 
unto him against that day.” 
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What the Crucifixion Proclaimed. to. Men 


The awfulness of sin and the greatness of God’s love 
as they are disclosed by Christ’s death on the cross 


By George 


E. Guille, ""“s,.tinde" 














story of our Lord’s crucifixion told! No 
chronicler, left to. his own wisdom, would 
have related this most momentous event of all time 
as it is related in the Scripture. Into’no mere brief 
chapter would he have compressed’ it, but expanded 
it into a volume with imposing imagery to heighten 
its effect. But the Spirit of God is the Narrator now 
and from this story which he loves best to tell he has 
omitted no word, nor added one, writing down what 
he designed as a part of Holy Scripture, so that, 
wherever the story should be told, these things that 
transpired at the cross must needs be told in connec- 
tion therewith. Every detail is like a hot blood drop 
on the cold pavement, and in every one there can be 
heard the heaft throb of the infinite God. 
As we bow our hearts in the presence of a few of 
these details, may the Blessed Teller of the tale tell 
it once more in our ears. 


(74 A*® they crucified him.” How artlessly is the 


Tue DARKNESS AND ITS INTERPRETING Cry 


Now from the sixth hour there was darkness 
over all the land unto-the ninth hour. And about 
the ninth hour Jesus cried with.a loud voice, say- 
ing, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to. say, 
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 
(Matt. 27: 45, 46.) ; 


Between that supernatural darkness and that cry 
of forsaken sorrow there is an evident moral connec- 
tion, the one explaining the other. There is a ‘beauti- 
ful thought in.an old hymn: .. yee 


Well might the sun in darkness’ hide 
And shut his glories in, : 
When Christ, the mighty Maker, died 

For man, the creature’s, sin. 


This makes the darkness a symbol of nature’s sym- 
pathy for her dying Lord. But his cry interprets 
it differently. “God is light,” and this darkness at 
midday is the witness that he has withdrawn from 
that scene, has left his Son alone! 

“Why?” The only man that ever dared say that 
to God, and the only time in his career that he said 
it, cried, and was not answered. When have the 
righteous been forsaken ot God? Scripture says 
“never.” “I have been young, and now am old; yet 
have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed 
begging bread” (Psa. 37:25). Behold this strange 
and only contradiction: the only righteous One, in- the 
absolute sense, that ever lived forsaken of God, and 
confessing it in the face. of. his foes! . And some of 
those very foes have heard him say: 


He that sent me is with me: the. Father hath 
‘not left me alone; for I do always those things 
that please him (John 8: 29). 


Yet now as they gibbet that Perfect One upon a 
felon’s cross the heavens become blacker than night, 
not, as they surely fear, in token of God’s anger 
against them, but, as his own words explain it, in 
token that God has forsaken the Darling of his heart. 
Who shall explain this mystery, — who interpret this 
one exception to all God’s dealings with the righteous? 
He has done so!’ And in a Psalm written a thousand 


_years before! Oh, if unsaved men could but know the 


depth of their interest in that unanswered cry! To 
discover it they have only to turn to the Psalm 
from which it is quoted. There they will find his 
own explanation. It is the Twenty-second Psalm, 
the Psalm of the sin offering, describing the cruci- 
fixion in all the brutal details, written by David about 
his greater Son and Lord, whose voice, throughout, 


is heard. It begins wits that cry of abandonment: 


My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 
why art thou so far from helping me;) and from 
the words of my roaring? 


But listen! the same Voice still; amid that awful 
darkness, answering his own cry and justifying God 
for forsaking him: 


But thou art holy ... 


It is a sufficient answer, explaining all the mystery. 
God is holy. Of that holiness the prophet speaks thus, 


Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, 
and canst not logk on iniquity (Hab. 1: 13). 


Sin upon the sinless One? Yes! Your sin and 
mine laid upon him, and he bows his head in death 
beneath the awful load. Christ in the darkness is 
the One forsaken of God, “made sin” for us and treated 
as a sinner in our place. 

Outside the limits of Israel’s camp, a fire was per- 
petually burning. Upon it the carcasses whose blood 


“The Son of God has died by the hands of 
men! - This astounding . fact,” wrote Sir Robert 
Anderson, “is the moral center of all things. A 
bygone eternity knew no other future; an eter- 
nity to come shall know no other past. That death 
was this world’s crisis. ... Once for all, the 
world had taken sides. In the midst stood.that 
cross in its lonely majesty : God on one side, with 
averted face;,on the other, Satan, exulting in his 
triumph.”, 

This article, by a well-known Bible teacher 
whose ministry has been greatly blessed of God, 
brings out Scriptural truths that often escape 
even thoughtful students. It is a valuable side- 
light on the Sunday-school lesson in this issue. 








was offered fer sin were burned. Of this the apostle 
speaks in Hebrews 13:11, 12 as follows: 


For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is 
brought into the sanctuary by the high priest 
for sin, are: burned without the camp. Where- 
fore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the peo- 
ple with his own blood, suffered without the gate. 


To Golgotha they take him to die, as unfit to die 
within the sacred precincts of the holy city which 
was crowned, as it had been of old, with the glory 


of Jehovah’s presence. In .that outside place he is. 


marked as the true Sin Offering. Lifted up from 
earth to die, in expression of earth’s rejection of. Him; 
lifted up to Heaven, as though appealing for Heaven’s 
approval of that rejection; lifted up between Heaven 
and earth as though unfit for either! Thus did the 
world treat God’s Son. 


S1x anp NINE 


Why should these numbers be here, “From. the 
sixth hour ... unto the ninth hour” (Matt. 27: 
45), showing that the darkness endured for three 
hours? Like every other detail, they add their testi- 
mony to the meaning of that Holy Sacrifice. Three 
is the number of divine fullness: the number of Christ 
himself, in whom “dwelleth all the fullness of the 
Godhead.” Six is the number of sinful man, and 
nine is that of judgment. “But now the righteousness 
of God is manifested” in Christ’s bearing the Jupc- 
MENT of SIN, receiving in his own breast the stroke 
that was your due and mine, the sword of divine judg- 
ment forever sheathed in his broken heart for all who 
believe. 


Gopv’s WratH REVEALED 


For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men (Rom. 1: 18). 


That “horror of great darkness” .was the full. dis- 
play of God’s righteous wrath against sin,. falling 
upon the Holy One who stood for the unholy that 
he might exhaust the penalty of sin for all his own. 
Strange paradox,—darkness revealing! And thus it 
was but an outward shadow of the deeper darkness 
within, pressing upon the Saviour’s soul. We can 
see the nails that held his hands and feet, but not 
the crueller darts that pierced his heart; we can un- 
derstand the stupefying draught — mercifully offered 
to crucified criminals — which he refused, but not the 
bitter cup of wrath which he drained; we can appre- 
ciate the desertion of his disciples, but not the averted 
face of God. 

Gon’s WarNING 

And thus it is that -great darkness becomes God’s 
most solemn warning to sinners, for it foreshadows 
the “outer darkness” into which the rejectors of Christ 
must go. If the tenderest lips in all the world had 
never said, “He that believeth not shall be damned” 
(Mark 16: 16); had never warned, “He that rejecteth 
me ... hath one that judgeth him” (John 12: 48); 
the darkness at Calvary would have sufficiently warned 
all men. If God turned his face away from his be= 
loved Son, “holy, harmless, undefiled” (Heb. 7: 26), 
because sin was but imputed to him, what will he do 
with the sinner, whose sins are his own by nature 
and practice, when that sinner stands at his bar? 


BARABBAS 


Then released he Barabbas unto them: and 
when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him 
to -be crucified (Matt. 27: 26). 


Save in the counsels of God from all eternity, that 
middle cross was not made for Jesus of Nazareth. 
It was made for a murderer and seditionist whose 
name has become a part of Holy Scripture. 


It was the custom of the Roman Governor of Judza, 
at the occasion of the Feast of the Passover, to re- 
lease a Jewish convict. Pilate, finding “no fault’ in 
that “just person,” would eagerly have released our 
Lord and allowed Barabbas to be crucified. But the 
multitude demanded, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” 
(John 18: 40.) And the Spirit of God writes it down 
as another explanatory detail. For. Barabbas is a 
Bible name for every sinner and, like every other 
name in Scripture, is there because of its meaning, 
which is, “Son of his father.” It is enough to say 
of any man: ‘he is but a son of his father, born once, 
and, failing of the second birth, twice dead in tres- 
passes and sins. But behold! Barabbas does not 
go to the cross that was made for him. Another 
Barabbas, Son of His FatHer, only-begotten . and 
well-beloved, goes to that cross in this Barabbas’ place 
and in yours and mine. And legend has it that, as 
the darkness gathered round, Barabbas ran to its foot 
and, smiting his breast, cried, “O thou Jesus of Naz- 
areth, I know not who thou art, but this I know: 
thou art hanging there in my place!” O soul, the 
moment you. say that to the Lord Jesus you are saved 
and safe forever! For that is the simple faith that 
saves. “It was my sins that nailed Thee there! Yea, 
that held Thee there; not those Roman soldiers stand- 
ing guard, but my sins that kept all the angel hosts 
from flying to Thy relief!” 


Tue SEAMLESS RoBE 


Now, in another incident of the crucifixion, we are 
to learn its. wondrous results for all the Barabbases 
who believe and accept it. 


Then the soldiers, when they had crucified 
Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, 
to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the 
coat was without seam, woven from the top 
throughout. They said therefore among them- 
selves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, 
whose it shall be: that the scripture might be ful- 
filled, which saith, They parted my raiment among 
them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These 
things therefore the soldiers did (John 19: 23, 24). 


It was the custom of the Roman soldiers that offi- 
ciated at an execution to take the garments of their 
victim as their fee, and these, having. performed their 
brutal function, as they divide the Saviour’s clothing 
discover this seamless robe. It must not be rent and 
the lot is cast to determine the ownership. And the 
Spirit of God lingers over the narrative, as though 
to call our particular attention to it. For that seam- 
less tunic is the figure of another robe,—that of 
which we hear the prophet singing in Isaiah 61: 10: 


I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall 
be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with 
the garments of saivation, he hath covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh 
himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth 
herself with her jewels. 


As we gaze upon this scene we hear Paul’s Gos- 
pel in Romans 3:22 ringing in our ears: “Even 
the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus 
Christ . . . upon all them that believe .. .” . Like a 
garment, covering us from head to foot, God’s right- 
eousness is placed upon us, giving us a perfect stand- 
ing before him. 

Adam and Eve, in their costly knowledge, discov- 
ered that they were naked, and that shameful word 
became God’s expression of the sinner’s moral state. 
Naked! No righteousness of his own to commend him 
to God,—nothing but sin to constitute a claim upon 
Him. He needs a garment, Gcd’s own righteousness 
to cover him. Christ alone can provide it, and he pro- 
vides it: for his foes. Hands stained with his blood 
carry that robe away. Men guilty of his death appear 
in his raiment. Wondrous grace! “When we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son” (Rom. 5:10), For you and for me, who 
por him for all his love, has that garment been pro- 
vided. 

Behold the infinite cost of that robe! The Lord 
of life and glory hangs in nakedness and shame upon 
the cross, and shrinks not from the terrible price 
demanded by sin. Let no one think, then, of adding 
to its value or enhancing its beauty by any works of 
his own. It is the most beautiful dress that God 
ever beheld, “the best robe” (Luke 15:22), no inferior 
garment sufficing and none better to be found. Read 
again Isaiah’s song and learn that the Saviour’s rai- 
ment not only covers the shame of your moral naked- 
ness so that it can never more appear, but is at the 
(Continued on page 301) 
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A Year of Victory in the Belgian Gospel Mission 


Conversions, quickened spiritual life, and needs supplied 
in spite of persecution and hard times 


By Edith F. Norton 
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conducted at a post of the Bel- 

gian Gospel Mission, in honor of 
a worker soon to leave on furlough 
for America. An old man arose. 
ln a voice somewhat broken by 
emotion he said: “I want you to 
take a message to the friends in 
America who have made this work 
possible. Tell them for me that I 
was all my life a vagabond and an 
outcast and all of my fifteen children, 
were beggars. Say to them that two 
years ago I heard the Gospel for 
the first time and was saved. Teil 
them also that since then I have led 
seventeen members of my family to 
Christ and that you saw them here 
present with me today, and thank 
these American friends in the name 
of us all.” 

The annual financial report ap- 
pearing on this page should evoke 
thanksgiving from all friends of the 
Mission. During the difficult days 
of 1930, when funds came in so 
slowly at certain times, yet in an- 
swer to prayer, special gifts were 
forthcoming and the Belgian Chris- 
tians doubled their gifts, so that the 
total of the year’s income was an 
advance upon the year before. How- 
ever, unprecedented expense in the 
wide distribution of literature, the 
replacing of the Gospel car that was 
burned, and thé Flemish tent, and 


|‘: WAS at the farewell service, 


_ the general extension work made us 


more cramped financially than we 
have ever been. But American 
friends have manifested wonderful 
generosity toward us, in face of their 
own economic difficulties, and the 
gratitude voiced by the old Belgian 
irom Marche is but the echo of the 
thanks ascending from _ countless 
hearts in Belgium for the aid that 
has made this mighty spiritual move- 
ment possible. What a year it was 
for the Belgian Gospel Mission! 

In the first place, there was the 
great distribution of over two mil- 
lion pieces of Gospel literature, one 
million of them being Gospels and 
Scripture portions. This distribu- 
tion was not made haphazard or in 
a wholesale fashion, but carefully 
from door to door. The members 
of the different posts carried on this 
volunieer work of colportage under 
the direction of the head of the post. 
At one Wort the Christians thus 
reached each family in over forty 
villages. 

We shall not here again speak of 
the burst of fanatical opposition and 
persecution called into being through 
this wholesale circulation of Gospel 
literature; but knowing the grace of 
God that can make the “wrath of 
men to praise him,” we give thanks 
for this also. 

This last year we have seen, thank- 
fully, an increased interest in spir- 
itual things on the part of some from 
the higher walks of life in Belgium. 


, Our Gospel halls have ever been open 


to all, high and low alike; and be- 
sides many from the humbler walks 
of life who have found Christ, there 
have been others who have laid at 
the feet of their Saviour outstand- 
ing talents and exceptional gifts — 


- men and women who are the products 


of the best that cultivated Europe 
has to offer in education and intel- 
lectual background. These have been 
comparatively few in number, but 
have: been outstanding in the sim- 
plicity and fervor of their faith. 
However, recently we have been re- 
joiced by new members of the intel- 
lectual class who have associated 
themselves with us. One such-was 
the Secretary General of the Minis- 








Annual Financial Statement of the Belgian Gospel Mission, Inc. 





RECEIPTS: 


AMERICAN COUNCIL 

Cash on deposit, in Philadelphia g 

General Fund bepiaare a é P hey Miya 9 tk os aod $ 4,392.64 

ON COO 6 ik. Ee ae mie ee ee Oe 2,284.70 $6,677.34 
ORRIN, GUNGIN se ah So oie es $103,446.71 
Contributions, epecial © 5 hy, Pe 210.00 
Interest on bank balances . 2. 2. ke ee et 379-82 
Interest on securities owned ... ... ara edie ute 66.00 
Sales of literature and subscriptions to mission journals 47.08 


Refund of traveling expenses advanced to workers . . 


DISBURSEMENTS : 


16.05 104,165.66 $110,843.00 





Transfers of funds: 
To Belgium for work in the field : 


General Fun 


Buildin 


at A a ee oe 





























RR Ss eee Soe 
To staff workers, etc., special contributions... . .. F 07.94 $81,907.94 
Salaries of Belgian staff workers(7) .. 2 ...... + 2+ $9,337-50 * 
Portable organs for vrrious posts. . 2... ee es 1,070.00 
Gifts to employees in B.-lgium ER 6: we ig 654.50 
Expense moving workurs’ effects to Belgium ....... ~ 260.72 12,922.72 
Salaries of Philadelphia office . 2. ....0..4. és $1,782.13 $93,230.66 
Traveling expenses in the United States. , .......64 1,739 85 
Traveling expenses, tran-atlantic . .... 7 ESOS Baio ieee, 1,711.60 
Printing, stationery, and literature ...... 0... ee 1,763.72 
ROPE Tc iiik bo oe ee oie Pet ree 1,366.92 
Office expenses, rent, and auditing ...........4.- 1,625.55 9,087.77 
403,218.43 
Cash on deposit, in Philadelphia, December 31, 1930: 
General Fund ..... Bie a oa ara obse hans tel ete: $2,553.56 
eee ek ne TRS Te oe Bee ey ee ret Macs Cama 5,066.03 $7:624.57 
FIELD HEADQUARTERS, BRUSSELS, BELGIUM 
RECEIPTS : GENERAL FUND Francs Francs Francs 
Cash in banks, at posts and stations ani on hand, including 
deposits for guarantee of rent, January 1, 1930. . . 2. 212,830.35 
Transfers of funds from Philadelphia office ...... 2... 3 3,717-330.00 
¥ 1,930,340. 
Received Direct : Slee 
General contributions. . 2... 6... eee eee + 443,600.24 - 
pees COB UNOMUND, on oS in eats ice 6 8 es 261,229.20 
Oe ena: abbas BE I ee a aE oe eae ea ‘ 273+992.93 
Interest «mn bank balances. . ...... a : 4:390-65 
Insurance collected on automobile accident. . ... , 15.774-90 
BOONE Oe PU es oe os ce ew eee 3,400.87 902,388.69 2,832,529.04 
DISBURSEMENTS : 
Salaries of approximately 76 members of staff and student 
tworkers, and fees of speakers for speci! conference : 3,168,910. 53 
Board, house service, and workers’ health. . . 2.0. 2. we Y-r2" = 
Rent, taxes, and imsurance .......... a é 17 y 
BMP MUM MRS ak bot IN” «55 Eta os ca ee ee 107.839. 
ONE I te a at gs 4 Ba er otip EW nn 124,601.63 
Expenses of operation of motor and Gospel cars. , . . 2... 87,749 73 
Renpaiss 10 Ween iis Ge. se x : 376,333.02 - 
Postage, telephone, telegraph, and freight 64,924.73 
Publicity ‘and stationery ..... ...... 785.87 
Printing and literat:.re, net of receipts from sales... . . . aeBBsi.se 
Sunday-school expenses and supplies, etc. .. ......4 17.257-83 
Paty. CC, OO MIEIONS i ne ee ee es 592349-07 « 
House and office furnishings ...........2...06 67,239.86 
ba RO ee ek ae es aie, 1@7+349-40 2,678,441.20 
Cash in banks, at posts and stations and on hand, De- 
cember 31, 1930 (equivalent to $4,304.29) re a 154,087.84 
RECEIPTS: BUILDING FUND 
Cash in banks and on h'nd, January 31,1930... 2... . 388,097.37 
Transfer of funds from Philadeiphia office... .. 2... 1,489, 521.56 
1,877,618.93 
Received direct : . 
LOGtrinuineee:.: to Se et ae a es 2,685.00 
Interest om bank balancesi-.. oe. a. eee 15,873.12 
Insurance collected on buildings and furnishings burned 
SRA His bon Se-aee a ete ads ae We eae ee 30,000.00 48,558.12 1,926,177.05 
DISBURSEMENTS : 


New buildings 


and alterations toold buildings... . ... 3,487,214.57 
Cash in banks and on hand, December 31, 1930 (equiva- 
lent to $12,261.98) . PR RS Stee ap PRS arg MRE 438,962.48 
BALANCE SHEET AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1930 
ASSETS 
nat Coes PO Se Se Ss. ho WS a ee Eee Shoe Bos - + + 1 84,087,84 
PS. FUNG os ns eS a en ess Bia. “ad « 438,962.48 : 
OU ND. 35 SiG Delta Sete SC ET ie we eI Fa. FES se ee 593,050.32 
Inventory of literature. 2... Nise. « et etiie: etecreSre \6 1ecp .< 47°,938.33 
Btreinge, Hot OC Depreciation se isk ee oe eg ee gee eb es 70245.583-49 
House and office furnishings and motor equipment, net of depreciation, . . . . * 730,063.60 - 
___ LIABILITIES se orone: 
Accounts paya! le for literature and printing ......-....... PP. fe 2,914.53 
FUNDS re 
COANE PONS os 6 ky. eb gch Sita a Ree Oi bee ea ee oe os 622,112.64 
Building Fund .. 2.0... are oe SE EE. St ieee SEE 8,414,549 57 9,026,661.21 





We report that we have audited the accounts of the Treasurer of the Ameri- 
can Council of the Belgian Gospel Mission, Inc., for the calendar year 1930, and 
found that the receipts as recorded in the cash book were duly deposited in the 
Girard Trust Company, and that the disbursements were supported by proper 


vouchers. 


The cash on deposit with the Girard Trust Company at December 31, 
1930, was confirmed by correspondence with that depository. 


We also reviewed 


the statements forwarded by the Field Headquarters in Brussels, Belgium, 
without audit thereof, and certify that the foregoing summary is in accord- 


ance therewith. 


LyBRAND, Ross BROTHERS AND MONTGOMERY, 
PHILADELPHIA, March 30, 1931. 


Accountants and Auditors. 
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ter of Finance. Interested first of 
all by a member of our Brussels 
church who worked in his depart- 
ment, he began to frequent the meet- 
ings and finally was converted and 
baptized in the Brussels church. 
Other men employed in a lesser 
capacity in this Department of 
Finance have also been converted. 
For many months the Senior 
Judge of the Court at G—— has 
been attending the meetings in our 


- hall at that place, and while not -yet 


“over the line,” his deepening inier- 


est leads: us to believe that his de-- 


cision will not. be long delayed. 

A beautiful illustration of the way 
the Holy Spirit is stirring hearts in 
Belgium, and awakening in them a 
deep longing for himself, is. that of 
a bank official of Brussels whose 
path crossed ours through divine in- 
tervention. é 

We had gone out one Saturday 
afternoon, Mr. Norton and I, for a 
walk in the Forét de Soignes, one 
of the lovely forests, in ancient times 
a king’s preserves, with which the 
city of Brussels is all but surrounded. 
How beautiful are these stately for- 


ests, with their immaculately kept 


miles of tree-shaded paths! We mis- 
sionaries, along with the Belgian 
population, find our chief diversion 
in long walks through these leafy 
It might be mentioned that 
one reason for the tidiness of these 
great forests is that the poorer peas- 
ants are permitted to collect fallen 
branches and even dry leaves for 
fuel, and thus the whole area is kept 
clean. 

We missed~ the ‘street car that 
would have taken us directly to our 
destination, Quatre Bras, where we 
entered upon our favorite forest path, 
and instead took one from which we 
planned to alight at a certain corner 
and change to another for the-forest. 
However, the. car did not make a 
full stop at this corner. My husband 
jumped off, but I did not dare to do 
so, but stayed on while the car took 
its way up a long hill-to the village 
of Stockel. I got out at the top of 
the hill and saw Mr. Norton a quar- 
ter of a mile away, wondering 
whether to follow me or not. How 
much depended upon that decision! 
His decision was made as one of our 
workers, Mr. Grandjean, who had 
been on the same car, hurried back 
to. tell him that he could. show’us a 
road from Stockel that we could 
follow and which would lead us, 
after a short walk, to Quatre Bras. 
It was necessary according to the 
divine plan that we should be found 


at a given moment upon this unfa- - 


miliar road. And so it came to pass 


.that before we reached our destina- 


tion, we met a fine looking man to 
whom Mr. Norton offered a tract. 
It is not always easy, as my husband 
knows, to give out tracts to men of 
such evident culture and breeding. 
However, this. man received the 
booklet most courteously and began 
to pour out the longings of a spir- 
itually-starved soul. He accepted the 
Gospel of: John also and was told 
of our meeting hall in Brussels. 
“Oh,” said he, “I will surely come 
and bring my wife, for out here ‘at 
Stockel where I live we are lost 
from the spiritual point of view.” 
The next Sunday night found this 


j 


couple at the meeting, where they 


both gave their hearts to the Lord, 
and publicly confessed Christ. The 
following Sunday was our last in 
Belgium’ before leaving for America. 
Mr. W—— had asked that he might 
take the Lord’s Supper with us that 
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Lesson for June 7 


morning, and afterward said to my husband: 
to tell you of our great joy in having at last found 
peace of heart, and I want you also to know that for 
the last five years I have never crossed that bit of 
forest path on my way home without lifting my heart 
to God, and asking him to send some one across my 
path to lead me into the knowledge of himself.” Then 
we knew why, in order to answer this prayer, it was 
necessary for us to take the wrong street car and thus 
follow the path upon which we should encounted this 
searching soul. 

We have been rejoiced this year with the ever deep- 
ening tide of prayer we have seen rising in the Mis- 
sion. In Brussels we have seen the large Sunday 
morning congregation swept by the spirit of prayer 
and intercession, mingled with giving of thanks, and 
all bedewed by tears of heavenly joy until the morn- 
ing sermon was forced into the background. 

_ At Stockel near Brussels the Christians are gather- 
ing together in increasing numbers to pray for revival 
and for personal holiness; and at Courtrai, where 
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stood just a few houses. In the evening of that same 
day a man called to see me and asked me to visit 
his brother the next day. 

“T went to see him and he said to me, ‘Sir, my wife 
and I have not been for thirty-eight years to the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, and yesterday morning I heard 
you speak in the open air and it has become clear 
to me that we cannot go on as we are doing now. We 
are both getting old and when we come to die, we 
cannot stand before God in our present condition. I 
have asked you to come because I want you to help 
us, and to tell us what we must do to be saved for 
eternity.’ 

“We talked together, knelt down and prayed, 
and they gave themselves to the Lord, just as they 
were. They now come regularly to our meetings and 
lately they have brought along their son of seventeen 
years old.” 

Again the same worker writes: “Our meetings are 
visited by a man who was before a great Socialist. 
When one asks him why he has changed so much, he 


























Saminary of Receipts for the Year 1930 
REcgEIPTS Generac Funp Buitpinc Funp Att OTHER TOTAL 
Philadelphia $55,328.91 $38,327.80 $508.95 104,265.66 
Belgium , . 19,688.70 75.00 6,800 05 - 26,563.75 
$85,017.61 $35,402.80 £7,309.00 | ‘ "$230,729.42 








already the signs of revival are evident — scarcely 
a meeting without souls being saved—the spirit of 
prayer is being manifested in a mighty way also. For 
some time at this post the men, some twenty-five or 
thirty, have been gathering together weekly for prayer; 
and now the Spirit has fallen powerfully upon the 
women’s group, and with tears and heart-broken sup- 
plications these Flemish women have dedicated them- 
selves to a new prayer life; and in the future there 
will be a combined monthly prayer-meeting of these 
two prayer groups. 

From Ghent comes word of fifty Christians gather- 
ing at the weekly prayer-meeting, at one time com- 
ing through a storm of wind and rain to be present. 
As to conversions, in this brief article there is no 
possibility of recording the many stories that come to 
us regularly from the fifty posts of the Mission. Two 
only can be cited from Willebroek, one of. the newest 
and certainly one of the most persecuted and tried 
of the posts in Flanders. 3 

The worker -writes: “One day last. summer we 
had an open-air -meeting in a little street, where 


replies: ‘Some years ago I. worked in Antwerp, and 
a certain day, when I was going to my work, I saw 
a little book on the ground. I took it, and when I 
went back in the evening, I read it in the train. I! 
went on reading it every day. The contents of it 
touched me so deeply I spoke of it to my wife. When 
I read it I felt, though a Socialist, that the little book 
was true. It was called “The Acts of the Apostles.” 
I had it always with me in my wallet with my money, 
and it got old and dirty. ~ However, I found to my 
dismay that I had lost it. I felt so sorry, because it 
had become so dear. to me; although I did not under- 
stand it all, I should rather have lost a 100 franc note. 
But, what a joy! Soon after this the evangelist of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission came to our town, so I went 
every evening to the meeting and I enjoyed hearing 
him speak of what I had read in the booklet. I bought 
a Bible and some other books and now have entered 
into peace through believing in Jesus.” 

So thanking God for the year 1930, we go into this 
new year, believing for even greater things. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Our Successful Summer Bible School 


How we advertised the school, how we conducted 


_ By Faith Williams 














last summer, we. were anxious to have a large 
attendance, so we began to advertise our school a 
month in advance. To our own church members we sent 
out a letter putting before our people the need of more 
Bible knowledge among the children. In this letter 
we quoted from Dr. Betts the following: “The 
_ church which does not provide Vacation School classes 
for its children is delinquent in its duty. Worse, if 
possible, it is losing a great opportunity. Idle chil- 
dren spoiling for something to do, idle churches yawn- 
ing in empty indolence, a generation growing up in 
ignorance of the Bible and unacquainted with the 
person and teachings of the Christ —here are factors 
‘that challenge attention. The Vacation Church School 
is the answer.” We made extra copies. of the letter, 
and volunteers from the adult Sunday-school classes 
scattered them in the homes of the neighborhood where 
parents do not attend our church. Of coyrse there 
was also advertising in the newspapers. 

One difficulty in this work is to secure teachers for 
the classes. We made this a matter of definite prayer, 
and the results indicated plainly that it was God's 
desire that we have this month of work with the chil- 
dren. Teachers who had been trained for this work 
volunteered to teach, and gifts came in unsolicited, 
and the feeling grew that God was with us. 

The opening morning the children gathered in front 
of the church, and at nine o’clock they marched in 
carrying church flags. From nine until nine fifteen 
we had opening exercises. We specialized in the old 
hymns, “Faith of Our Fathers” and “Holy, Holy, 
Holy,” among others. At the end of the month the 
children knew and loved these grand old hymns. 
Morning prayer was offered by the different teachers. 
The children took up the offering, girls one day and 
boys the next. We emphasized the fact that the chil- 

dren who were unable to make any contribution were 
just as welcome as those who could give. At this 


[' THE sitccessful Bible School which we had 





time we stressed ten verses in John, which are espe- 
cially adapted to personal work, and will be of value 
all through life: John 1:12; 3:16; 3:36; 5:24; 6: 
37; 7:17; 8:24; 10: 28, 29; 14:6; 20: 30, 31. Though 
this assembly memorizing was extra work, beside all 
the work done in class, the children were enthusiastic, 
and many learned the ten verses with their locations. 

At nine-fifteen the children marched to their classes, 
where they spent forty-five minutes in intensive study. 
The different classes selected various portions of Scrip- 
ture for the entire month’s study. For instance, the 
girls in their teens studied Isaiah; especially the life 
of Hezekiah and the invasion of Sennacherib. Their 
memorizing was Isaiah, chapters 12, 35, 53, 55. The 
history studied was the world history of this period, 
and the maps were of Palestine as it was during the 
life of Isaiah. They had notebooks cleverly decorated, 
in which they kept the results of their study. In 
connection with Isaiah 53 they studied “The Messiah” 
and learned how much of Isaiah Handel used in com- 
posing this oratorio. 

Another class spent their time on the life of Paul. 
The memorizing consisted of some of the great chap- 
ters from his Epistles: Romans 8, 12, 14, Philippians 
4, and Ephesians 6. The map work included the coast 
of the Mediterranean Sea and all the points visited 
by Paul on his missionary journeys. Some of the 
maps were good, various colors:of paper being used 
for the different countries and blue for the sea. Mis- 
sions were especially stressed in this class. Acts was 
the book chosen, and the time was spent following the 
course of Paul’s life from the stoning of Stephen. In 
some classes credit was given for every book on mis- 
sions read outside of class. 

One class took the life of Moses. They followed 
the children of Israel out of Egypt and through their 
wanderings, using for their map study the route fol- 
lowed by the Israelites through the wilderness... In 
this study they used a model of the Tabernacle. 
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The. younger classes had many Bible and mission- 
ary stories, These they illustrated in notebooks. 

At ten o'clock we had a fifteen-minute recess, fol- 
lowed by aft assembly period. At this time we met 
to hear a Bible story given by “some outsider. Some 
teacher, or minister, or religious worker was able to 
tell a story most acceptably. At ten-thirty we went 
to our classes again for more study. 

At eleven-thirty we reassembled for closing exer- 
cises. Members of the school who could furnish music 
did so. Then different classes took turns in reciting 
publicly something that they had. learned in class. 
This was helpful as it fastened in their minds what 
they had learned, and let us see just what was being 
accomplished in the classes. At this period we also 
had .Sword drill. A record was kept of those who 
were first to find the verse. The children never tire 
of racing to see who will be the first to find a location. 
For this reason we had no trouble in getting all the 
children to bring their Bibles to school. 

We had a fine system of giving credit. Each teacher 
had a large piece of cardboard with name and address 
of each child. After the names were squares marked 
off. If one square was marked Romans 8, a star was 
placed in this square when this chapter was committed 
to memory. All other required work was recorded in 
the same manner. The competition to see who could 
get the most stars was helpful. 

We had none of the handwork used in many schools. 
We felt that the time was short enough, and there 
was more value in using every minute for Bible study. 
It is sometimes argued that children will not come, 
if there is no handwork. We have proved that this 
is not true. Our children were eager for the open- 
ing of the school, and were sorry when it closed. 

If outside helpers can be secured who will be will- 
ing to come, perhaps only for thirty or forty-five 
minutes, these volunteer helpers can hear those re- 
cite who have done home work. It is impossible for 
the teacher in charge of. a large group to take the 
time to hear the chapters committed at home. 

For the closing night the public was invited to the 
exercises. The parents expressed their pleasure at 
the large amount of work that had been accomplished 
in four weeks. 2 : 

On the morning following the public exhibition, 
the children went to their classrooms for half an 
hour. This was a period set apart for the teachers 
to get into closer contact with the scholars and to 
find out who had not. accepted “Christ as their per- 
sonal Saviour. Those who were not Christians had 
the plan of salvation explained to them in simple lan- 
guage, and then there was a*time for decision. This 
was followed by a season of prayer in which the chil- 
dren who had given their hearts to the Lord Jesus 
took part. The matter of life service was then talked 
over, and in one class of forty, nineteen of the chil- 
dren decided to enter the Lord’s service, either at 
home or abroad after schooldays are over. 

Our church feels that there is nothing in the entire 
year that is of more importance than this month with 
the children in the summer. These are perilous days, 
and the temptations that confront young people are 
alarming. It is only as they are fortified by God’s 
Word, “the sword of thé Spirit,” which is “sharper 
than any twoedged sword” that they can meet the 
assaults of the Adversary. 


St. PErErsBuRG, FLA. | 
; yg 


What the Crucifixion Proclaimed 
(Continued from page 299) 


same time an adornment for God’s holy eyes. “As 
a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and 
as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels” (Isa. 61: 
10). 

The Spirit of God enlarges upon the casting of 
the lot for the coat. For the lot was Israel’s recourse 
for determining the mind of God, as it is written in 
Proverbs 16:33, “The lot is cast into the lap, but 
the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord,” that is, 
the choice in the matter was God’s. And what has 
God decreed as to the “robe of righteousness”? Only 
this, that it is for the man of faith, for the believer 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, as we have seen in: Romans 
3:22: “unto all,” —offered to every man— “and 
upon all them that believe.” This wondrous story -is 
the Gospel, and the Gospel is something to be believed, 
not something to be done. It is the record, not of 
what God expects men to do or to become, but of 
what is already done for them, and to which he in- ’ 
vites them to come and find rest with himself. “ Up 
to those Reavens to which the Saviour had before 
cried in vain there went, with his expiring breath, a 
triumphant shout: “It is finished!” For the dark- 
ness had passed, and the perfect -Sacrifice was ac- 
cepted. He had come, not so much to preach the 
Gospel, but that there might be a Gospel to. preach. 
And this is the Good News that our God would have 
all men hear, —a finished work that has brought rest 
gs heart, rest that he would share with all who 
will. ‘ 
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LESSON 10. JUNE 7. JESUS CRUCIFIED 


International Uniform Lesson.— Luke 23 


of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.—Isa. §3:5 





Golden Text.— He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is vs. 33-46 


KinG JAMES VERSION 

53 And when they were come to the 
place, which is calied Calvary, there they 
crucified him, and the maletactors, one 
on the right band, and the other on the 
lett. 

34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do. 
And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. 

35 And the people stood beholding. And 
the rulers also with them derided him, say- 
ing, He saved others; let him save him- 
self, if he be Christ, the chosen of God. 

36 And the soldiers also mocked him, 
coming to him, and offering him vinegar. 

37 And saying, If thou be the king of 
the Jews, save thyself. 

-38 And a superscription also was writ- 
ten over him in letters of Greek, and 
Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING 
OF THE JEWS. 

39 And one of the malefactors which 
were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou 
be Christ, save thyself and us. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
33 And when they came unto the place 


which is called * The skull, there they cru- 
cified him, and the malefactors, one on the 
right hand and the other on the left. 34 
* And Jesus said, Father, forgive them; for 
they know not what they do. 
ing his garments among them, they cast 
«lots. 


And part- 


35 And the people stood beholding. 
And the rulers also scoffed at him, saying, 
He saved others; let him save himself, if 


this is the Christ of God, his chosen. 36 


And the soldiers also mocked him, coming 
to him, offering him vinegar, 37 and say- 
ing, If thou art the King of the Jews, 
save thyself. 38 And there was also a 
superscription over him, THIS IS. THE 
KING OF THE JEws. 

39 And one of the malefactors that were 
hanged railed on him, saying, Art not 
thou the Christ? save thyself and us. 40 
But the other answered, and rebuking him 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, see- 
ing thou art in the same condemnation ? 


41 And we indeed justly ; for we receive 
the due reward of our deeds: but this man 
hath done nothing amiss. 


42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, re- 
member me when thou comest iato thy 
kingdem. 


43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I 
say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with 
me in paradise. 


44 And it was about the sixth hour, and 
there was a darkness over all the earth 
until the ninth hour, 


45 And the sun was darkened, and the 
veil of the temple was rent in the midst. 


46 And when. Jesus had cried with a 
loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands 
I commend my spirit: and having said 
thus, he gave up the ghost. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


thou art in the same condemnation? 41 
And we indeed justly; for we receive the 
due reward of our deeds: but this man 
hath done nothing amiss. 42 And he said, 
Jesus, remember me when thou comest * in 
thy kingdom. 43 And he said unto him, 
Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou . 
with me in Paradise. 

44 And it was‘now about the sixth hour, 
and a darkness came over the whole * land 
until the ninth hour, 45 *the sun's light 
failing: and the veil of the *temple was 
rent in the midst. 46 * And Jesus, crying 
with a loud voice, said, Father, into thy 
hands I commend my. spirit: and having 
said thisy-he gave up the ghost. 


1 According to the Latin, Calvary, 
which has the same meaning. * Some 
ancient authorities omit And Jesus 
said, Father, forgive them ; for they 
know not what they_do. * Some an- 
cient authorities read into thy king- 
*dom. * Or, earth. *©Gr., the sun fatl- 
ing. °* Or, sanctuary. * Or, And when 
Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he 
said. 











40 But the other answering rebuked 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 


O LEAD the children to the recognition of 

Christ’s work of salvation for them and to defi- 

nite acceptance of that work and of the Lord 
Jesus as Saviour. 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 23: 33.—Calvary. The word in the Greek as 
well as in the Latin means “a skull.” The name 
seems to have been derived from the peculiar appear- 
ance of the place itself. A little way outside the city 
walls two roads separate. At the point oi separation 
stands a large mound with a rounded top. The top 
of the mound is about sixteen or eighteen feet above 
the level of the roadways. The face of the mound 
that looks toward the city is a sheer wall of rock. 
In the face of the rock there are the openings to 
caverns of various sizes.» These openings give to 
the hill when seen ftom certain aspects a striking 
resemblance to a huthan skull. There are curious 
splits in the rock on either side of the skull that look 
as though they had been caused by an_ earthquake. 
This affords an interesting corroboration of the state- 
ment in Matthew 27: 51. 

Verse 32—Two malefactors. It is quite likely that 
these men had been implicated in the rising of Barab- 
bas. Itjwould not be by any means either the first 
or last time in history’ that a leader of insurrection 
has got off scot free, while some of his followers 
have suffered the reward of their crimes. 


Verse 34.—They know not. Compare Acts 3:17 
and 1 John 2:1. 

Verse 35.—The people stood. Not only round the 
crass but also on the roadway beneath. 

Christ. The definite article should be added. The 
Christ, The Messiah. This was the charge against 
the Lord Jesus. The rulers were either doing the 
right thing in putting to death a blasphemer, or they 
were doing a wrong thing in rejecting and crucifying 
their Messiah. They evidently feared lest at this 
supreme moment he should descend from th cross by 
an act of supernatural power. It was a relief to them 
that nothing of the kind happened. They felt that 
they had made no thistake. . 


Verse 36.— Offering him vinegar. The vinegar -or 
sour wine was not offered merely in mockery. It 
was a kind of stupefying potion intended to dull the 
agonies of the sufferer. This draught was probably 
prepared by Jewish women who sympathized with 
the malefactors who were being crucified. The sol- 
diers offerei some to the Lord Jesus also, in a kind 
of pitying mockery. The insurrection of Barabbas 
was doubtless one of the constantly recurring attempts 
to throw off the Roman rule. And to the minds of 
the Roman soldiers the Lord Jesus was the same kind 
of insurgent. For he also claimed to be King of the 
Jews. Only in the eyes of these men his attempt had 


missed fire even more pitiably than that of Barabbas. 
Here was an insurgent disowned by the very people 
whom he was endeavoring to deliver as they thought. 


said, Dost thou not even fear God, seeing 
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Verse 38.—This Is The King Of The Jews. It was 
customary to place over the cross of a victim a short 
statement of the reason for his execution. The title 
placed over Christ’s cross was double-edged. It was 
intended to express the scorn of the Romans for the 
Jews. This helpless: suffering victim was their King. 
And he was dying because the Jews had refused to 
recognize his claim. That was the irony of it. If 
there had been a.king whom the Jews would have 
recognized the Roman authorities would have treated 
him if they could just as they were treating the Christ 


- whom the Jews had disowned. The jest fitted in 


well with Pilate’s sardonic humor. 

Verse 41.—We indeed justly. This is one 
true repentance. The sinner takes sides with God 
against himself. He acknowledges the justice of his 
condemnation and even in a sense welcomes the suf- 
fering as a vindication of the moral order of the 
universe and of the righteousness of God. 

Verse 42.—Into thy kingdom. Literally, in thy king- 
dom. The poor criminal cannot have known much about 
God’s kingdom. But he may have heard something 
of the teaching of the Lord Jesus and in some dim 
way have believed that Jesus would come again in 
glory and power. It is almost certain that he was 
thinking of Christ’s return to take to himself earthly 
power and rule. 

Verse 44.—The sixth hour would be noon, the ninth 
hour 3 P.M. © 

Verse 46.—When Jesus had cried with a loud voice. 
John tells us that that loud cry consisted of the 
single word “It is finished” (John 19:30). Compare 
for similar expressions Genesis 2:1, creation; Revela- 
tion 16:17, the consummation of human history. 


A Lesson Outline 


The Three Crosses 
1. The guilty malefactor. 


rt of 


Sin on him and in him. 





The Cross 
By Amos R. Wells 


Wat boundless woe, what itfinite loss, 
bleeds ftom the horror of the cross! What 
sorrow pulling at the heart! O Christ, how endless 
sad thou art! What ecstasies of joy divine, what 
blessings, in the cross are mine! How glows the 
Father's loving will—O Christ, what bliss on 
Calvary’s hill! How the cross is humbly low; to 
what deeps its odiums go; what its weight of awful 
blame; what, O Christ! thy mortal shame! How 
the cross is lordly high, towering through the top- 
most sky, Lord of lords and King of kings; how, 
O Christ! thy glory rings! What a war with dire- 
ful din wages at the cross of sin! How the ages’ 
struggle dread beats, O Christ! upon thy head! 
Yet what victory complete lays its laurels at thy 
feet! Souls” redemption, man’s release, — thou, 
O Christ, the Prince of Peace! 
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2. The Christ. 

3. The forgiven malefactor. 
him. 

Golden Topics 

1. The love of Christ. 
hours of his life. sz 3 

(1) To those who were engaged in killing him. 

(2) To the penitent thief. 

(3) To the whole. world. 

2. The love of the Father. How greatly God must 
have loved men to be willing to give up even his 
beloved Son to the death of the cross. If we may 
venture to argue from human love to the divine we 
may say that it caused the Father moré to carry out 
the work of redemption than it did even the Lord 
Jesus himself. 

3. Christ’s perfect identification with the Father’s 
justice. It was right that the sinner should die. 
Christ of his own voluntary will stood in the sinner’s 
place. Therefore it was right that Christ should die. 
He identified himself with sinners, but he did not 
thereby excuse sin. Rather he condemned sin in the 
flesh, even his own flesh as thus identified with sin- 
ners. : : 

4. Christ’s perfect self-identification with the sin- 
ners. This identification was so complete that it per- 
sisted even to death. 

5. Christ never ceased to be the beloved and holy 
Son of God. Even in the hour of dying he assured: 
the poor penitent thief of pardon and acceptance in 
the paradise of God. ; 

6. “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). 

(1) A love that reckons ‘not the wrong (1 Cor. 


Sin‘on Him but not in Him. 
Sin in him but not on 


Manifested in thesé closing 


a); 

(2) A love that even in the midst of dreadful tor- 
ture of body and mind thinks of and cares for others 
even though they were physically and morally re- 
pulsive as the dying robber. 

(3) A certain, unshaken confidence in God. 


TunsripcE WELLS, Enc. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given.in the following issue? 


= ed book in the New Testament most fully ex- 
plains the meaning of the death of Christ? 

2. Under what 
in. Hebrews? 

3. Wherein did even these God-appointed symbols fail 
most signally ? ® 

4. In what way was the death of Christ different from 
all other deaths, when viewed orly from the standpoint 
of his humanity? 


5. What share can any one of us human beings have 
in this death of Christ? 


types is this death made plain to us 






























































































































Lesson for June 7 


6. Arrange and classify the seven words spoken by our 
Saviour on the cross. es 


7. ¥f the-cross was a humiliation to Jesus Christ, what 
is the antithesis of humiliation that it may be to. the 
beliéver? Answer with Scripture. 


8. What three persons bore evidence to the deity of the 
Lord Jesus on Calvary? 


9. What evidence of the immediate passing into glory 
of the souls of believers at- death was given at the cross! 


io. What mute testimony to the kingship of Christ 
.was given at the cross? - 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





| MatTERiIAL: A small black bag of sand or earth. 





LS ges you ever do anything that was wrong? Then 
you are a sinner. 

Have you simned more than once? Many times? 
Then you have a load of sin. 

My left hand is going to represent you, and this 
bag is-your load of sin. You can’t get rid of it. No 
matter how good you are, this bag of sin still rides 
your shoulders. No matter how you try, you are 
unable to. shake it off. It is an awful burden. Down 
through the ages, men have tried every sort of plan 
for getting rid of it, but none of their schemes have 
ever worked. 

But listen: “All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own way; and the 
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53: 
6). This bag represents sin, or iniquity. Here is 
one who will bear your sin. What is the penalty 
for sin? 

“The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6: 23). 

Then if He is going to bear our sins, He must 
die in-your place, and that is just what Christ did on 
Calvary’s cross. 

To make this lesson plain, reverently, let my right 
hand represent Christ. Then your load of sin is taken 
off your shoulders, and laid on him, so. (Now put 
the bag over on the right hand.) 

Now. he bears your sins, and you go fret. 

And salvation is just that simple, if you will only 
believe and take Christ as your Saviour, and acknowl- 
edge him as your substitute. 

“Why not do it today? — 

Mopesto, CAL, 

ve 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


~~ Roman Satire —THI$ IS THE KING OF THE 
JEWS (v. 38). This little sign in seven English 
words is the most famous satire in the whole world. 
“Many a true word is spoken in jest,” is a familiar 
expression. Here is a place -where it applies with 
tremendous force (Luke 19:38; Matt. 27:11). The 
pack saw the Roman jibe and wanted Pilate to modify 
it. It was an ugly and malignant dig at them. Such 
things usually work out more or less the same way. 
The Lord Jesus is still King, even though there are 
those who pretend to think the statement is only a 
‘sign set up by Christians. They revile this Jesus, 
using his blessed name to decorate their profanity, 
just as they use for their cursing and swearing the 
name of that place Jesus died to save us from. The 
Sanhedrin crowd had forced Pilate to come up and, 
eat out of their hand, and he showed his secret spleen 
by giving that hand a vicious bite! Here in. America 
Jesus is King. both of Jews and Gentiles. Listen! 
jews are now giving Christmas presents. Next win- 
ter when you join the Christmas shopping crowd just 
notice the Semitic faces among the happy shoppers. 
You see it'is this way: the Jewish boys and girls 
sare schoolmates with the Protestant Christians and 
the ~Christmas spirit is ““ketchin.” The literature 
they study is Christian litefature. ‘The late superin- 
‘endent of Jewish Sunday-sehodls in Philadelphia took 
this Trmes and read this Cornér every week. “THIS 
IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 


_ “The One” and “The Other.”—The other answer- 
ing rebuked him, ... We receive the due reward of 
our deeds (vs. 40, 41). There are two kinds of crim- 
inals. “The One” and “The Other.” I have~only this 
‘ day in Philadelphia talked to an old and valued friend 
whose joy and happiness it is to speak in jails and 
rescue missions.- He is the president of a large manu- 
facturing concern. He has among the many in. his 
employ a number of men whom he had come to know 
and lead to Christ in his jail work. No-one in his 
erganization has the remotest idea which of the .em- 
ployees are the whilom “jail birds.” The men are 
all making good under the influence and with the 
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‘Help ‘of & real Christian employer. I will give you 
=the-real fame of each of these saved and reformed 
criminals. Here it is: “The Other.” Editor Trum- 
bull and Yours Truly had some experiences with a 
penitentiary. graduate, “A devout (?) reader” of the 
Times, which were not so happy.. Poor fellow, he 
got back into the jail where he belonged and died 
there. From a good family, too. I will tell you his 
name also. Here it is: “The One” (Prov. 26:11; 2 
Pet. 2:22). I was in a church at Ardmore, a Phila- 
delphia suburb, one day conducting a week-of-prayer 
service. I noted in the congregation one of my close 
friends who in his day had been one of the greatest 
burglars and jail-breakers in America. I have many 
such friends, and good ones they are, too, after the 
Lord Jesus has his way wh them. . He is over six 
feet tall and used to be, in his criminal days, a power- 
ful giant and knowg to the police and the underworld 
as “Big Frank Carr.” I arose to the pulpit and said, 
“My friends, before I speak I am going to ask a man 
in this audience to pray that God may give me. proper 
utterance. Had I mentioned this man’s name a few 
years ago as being in your town, every man of you 
would at once go home, doubly lock up, and keep his 
gun handy. This man was the most famous burglar 
and jail-breaker of his day, and now is a monument 
to the grace of God. Will Brother Franklin Carr 
please pray?” Big Frank’s Paradise name is “The 
Other.” Yes, there are but the two kinds of all of 
us. “The.One”’ and “The Other.” Which? Never 
forget it was a thief who became the Christian pioneer 
of Heaven. 


A First Arrival!—To day shalt thou be with me in 
Paradise (v. 43). Yesterday was quite a day in our 
Rock Run Mission Sunday School. The lesson was 
the story. of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15: 11-24) and 
we started in to learn a new song which Tom Noonan 
over at the Doyers Street Mission in Chinatown, New 
York, has been all winter putting on the air at 3.30 
Sunday afternoons, The song was written by Mrs. 
Anne Campbell, the music by Ackley, and Rodeheaver 
is teaching the world how to sing it. Part of the 
chorus goes like this: 


There’s a rainbow shining somewhere; 
There’s a light across the skies; 

There’s a rainbow shining somewhere, 
Like a gleam from Paradise. 


These lines are suggested to me today by this incident 
here upon the cross.. The one thief who hung there 
must have been of a finer fiber than the other thief. 
It is possible that he may have been brought up in a 
cul.ured home somewhere, and like the younger son 
in Christ’s story, perhaps had gotten down into the 
b“Far Country” and gotten in with one of the sort 
of gangs always to be found in the “Far Country” — 
gangs such as we now have in all our great cities. 
Before he got down low enough and miserable enough 
and hungry enough to “come to himself,” he had come 
up against the Roman law,-and he found himself in 
the. condemned ceH and eventually hung high upon 
the terrible cross. But according to the song, 


There was a rainbow shining somewhere; 
There: was a light across the skies; 

There was a rainbow shining somewhere, 
Like a gleam from Paradise. 


And the poor boy who had not been able to reach 
the “I will arise and go to my father” stage while 
his feet were upon the ground, got there as he hung 
outlined against the skies. Whenever I contemplate 
this tremendous scene on Calvary I am always thrilled, 
as I am always reminded that the first Christian to 
enter Paradise was this boy who had reached the 
end of his rope and who found himself a criminal 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 
year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
May 3,—Jesus in the Home of Zacchzeus ..Luke 19 :.1-10 
May 10.—The Parable of the Pounds ....Luke 19 : 11-26 
May 17.—Jesus. Enters Jerusalem as King 
Luke 19: 28 to 20: 47 
May 24.—Jesus Preparing: for the End 
f ~Luke 21:1 to 22:23 
9. May 31.—Jesus in Gethsemane ............. Luke 22 : 24-71 
10. June 7.—Jesus Crucified 
11. June 14.—The Resurrection and the Ascension. Luke 24 
12, June 21.—The Sin of Causing Others to Stumble. 
(Temperance Lesson.) ............0.+ Romans 14 : 13-23 
13. June 28.—Review: Jesus the World’s Saviour: 
Suffering and Sovereignty. 


Third Quarter 
1. July 5.—The Gift of the Holy Spirit. 


Pe PHY 


; Acts 1 26-14; 2: 1-47 
2. July 12—The Preaching of the Apostles. 
: Acts 3:1 to 4:31; 1 Cor, 1: 21-25 
3. July isis Service in. the Early Church. 
cts 4 : 32-35; 6: 1-7; 9: 36-30; 2 Cor. 9: 1-15 
4. July 26.—Christiamity Spread by Persecution. 
Acts 7:54 to 8:4; 181 19-21; 26:9-11; 1 Pet. 4: 12-19 
. August 2.—Philip’s Missionary Labors...... Acts 8: 5-40 
. August 9.—Saul Converted and Commissioned. 


an 


Acts 9: 1-313 2a: 3-21; Gal.-1:11-173 1 Tim. 1: sa-17. 


v" UD 


hung high and dry by and with his sin. Yet no.with- 
standing this, under the privilege and glory of our 
Christian religion, by simply a look at the Saviour 
and the words, “Remember me,” the doors of Paradise 
swung open to receive him, and it was a first case 
of “absent from the body, . . . present.with the Lord” 
(2 Cor, 5: 6-8). 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet iy ed the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly*having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might, ggherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of -~* Bacay | text indicated in the lesson list after the 
werd “Print. 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
oneety desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n a 


~The Perfect Sacrifice.—I . . . have found no fault 
in this man (v. 14). A missionary in Africa heard 
a boy say: “The lack of my fifth toe on the left 
foot is my life. They were going to make me one 
of the sacrifices at So-and-so’s funeral, but a sacrifice 
with a blemish won’t do, so I got off.” What a strik- 
ing reminder of our perfect Sacrifice! “Your lamb 
shall be without blemish” (Exod. 12:5).—From the 
Christian Herald; Sent by E. M. James, Toronto. 


What Blocks Satan’s Victory.—And when they 
were tome to the place, which ts called Calvary, there 
they crucified him (v. 33). The great Napoleon, after 
conquering almost the whole of Europe, put his finger 
on the map, indicating the British Isles and remarked: 
“Were it not for that red spot I would conquer the 
world.” So we may say, Were it not for that red 
spot called Calvary, sin and Satan would soon con- 
quer all. But the “cross, it standeth fast. Hallelujah!” 
—From “The Power that Changes Scarlet,’ by John 
W..Ham. Sent by T. D. Gehret, Sunbury, Pa. 


“Sign My Name to Dat Verse.” —The place, which 
is called Calvary (v. 33). The late ‘Dr. J. R. Hower- 
ton used to tell his congregation in Charlotte, N. C., 
how old “Uncle Charlie” illustrated his faith in the 
Gospel of the cross for sinners. On his death-bed 
this former slave, who could not read, sent for Dr. 
Howerton, asking him to read John 3:16, and then 
said, “Marse Jim, sign my name to dat verse and 
lemme tech de pen.” “Uncle Charlie’ had had a 
cabin and lot deeded to him and understood the mak- 
ing of a contract. In delirium, when he was dying, 
the old Negro cried out, “I ain’t got nothin’ to do 
to be saved but to believe on de Lord Jesus Christ, 
and I done signed de Bible to show dat I do.”—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by William S. Bow- 
den, New Albany, Ind. 


The Opening.—And the veil of the temple was 
rent in the midst (v. 45). \Mr. Walter Scott was 
once speaking about the veil of the Temple being rent 
in twain from the top to the bottom, when a man at 
the: back stoed up and asked, “How big was that 
hole?” “It was big enough to let any sinner pass 
through,” immediately replied Mr. Scott. Thank God, 
it’s true: “the new and living way” is free to all sin- 
ners.—From a sermon by John W. Ham. Sent by 
T. D. Gehret, Sunbury, Pa. ; 


When He Gave His Blood.—He was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: 
... and with his stripes we are healed (Golden Text). 
At B——,, in the hospital of the grand hotel, a wounded 
soldier was to have a limb amputated, but as he was 
very weak the surgeon hesitated. “If I could only 
infuse some blood into him!” he said. “Why not use 
me?” asked a wounded Briton. The transfusion was 
made. The hospital staff was touched by the man’s 
sacrifice. He was known to be very poor, and they 
quietly collected 500 francs for him. The money 
was brought to him with many thanks for his sac- 
rifice. “See here,” he said, “I gave that chap my 
blood, I did not sell it.” A faint illustration of the 
blood shed for sinners at Calvary!—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by Gurn Manickam, Perambalur, 
Trichinopoly Dist., S. India. 


Why Is It in the Jews’ Bible?—He was wounded for 
our transgressions (Golden Text). A young con- 
verted Jewess, daughter of a New York rabbi, tells 
this story: “My father taught me to read the Bible 
in: Hebrew as a young child. We began at Genesis. 
When we came to Isaiah, he skipped the fifty-third 
chapter. I asked him why. He said it was not neces- 
sary for Jews to read that chapter. I became more 
curious. I asked him who it was for, and. he said 
Christians. I asked him what thé Christian Bible 
was doing in our Bible. He became angry and told 
me to keep quiet. He said again it was not necessary 
to read it. I wondered why God would put unneces- 
sary things in the Bible. I copied that fifty-third 
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chapter on paper, and carried it in my 
stocking for two years, until I came to 
America — the free country. I looked at 
it at night, and every chance I could 
without being seen. I took better care 
of that. paper than people do of money. 
Through reading this wonderful chapter 
I was led to accept Christ as my Sav- 
iour. I was walking in New York one 
day and heard a lady reading this chap- 
ter. She explained that it referred to 
Jesus Christ. It satisfied me completely. 
—From The Illustrator. Sent by How- 
ard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. Prize illus- 
tration. 
ve 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard. 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we cannot thank theé in our dull. words for 
the redemption provided for us in the life 
and death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We pray that our vision of the cross 
may not be dimmed by .any veil of self that 
might otherwise cloud our eyes, but may we 
more and more realize what his death on the 
cross, his outpoured blood, has. meant to sin- 
ful men. If we have still refused to let the 
light from the cross shine into our own lives, 
may we turn our faces toward Calvary to- 
cay, and may we be able to sing with the 
redeemed, “In the cross of Christ I glory.” 
We ask it in the name of our Lord Jesus 
who died that we might live. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Whenever we read 
this lesson on the crucifixion of our Lord, 
we ought to try to read it as though we 
were standing near the cross on that 
terrible day. We ought never to get used 
to reading the account of the crucifixion 
so that we can go over it without having 
it touch our hearts. We ought often to 
sing the hymn, “Jesus keep me near the 
cross,” for it was there that something 





WOUNDED 
BRUISED 
CHASTISED 


He WAS For Us 











was done for us so amazing, so rich in 
grace and loving-kindness, so necessary 
to everlasting life that we never can do 
or say enough to show our gratitude. Let 
us look’at the Golden ‘Text taken from 
the prophecy of Isaiah, the fifty-third 
chapter, and the fifth verse. 
notice how the Lord and ourselves are 
brought together ia’ each of the four 
phrases of the verse, —he ... our; he 
... our; our... him; his... we. Now 
let us very quietly, and with our heads 
bowed, repeat that Golden Text, empha- 
sizing these pronouns as we repeat it, 
— “He was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, he was bruised for our iniquities: 
the cidstisement of owr peace was upon 
him; and with his stripes we are healed.” 
With our heads still bowed will the pas- 
tor lead us in prayer? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns 


“Grace, Enough for Me.” 

“The Old Rugged Cross.” 

“Bearing His Cross.” 

“Nailed to the Cross.” 

“All for Jesus.” 

“Sweet Peace, the Gift of God’s Love.” 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Luke 23, using verses 13-56 for 

the lesson. Try to help each member 

of the class to get a connected story of the 

crucifixion, and then show its precious 
teaching. 

The class will remember that at the 

close of our lesson last week, the Lord 


Jesus was in the hands of his enemies on | 


the way to the house of the high priest 
and that Peter was following afar off. 
In the house the officers treated the 
Saviour with all sorts of disrespect and 
cruelty. Peter was im the house, too, and 
people asked him about his Master. What 












Do you; 


did hé say? Let the children talk freely 
of Peter’s denial. Tell them that Peter 
was not as strong as he thought he was. 
But still he loved his Lord, and when 
the Saviour turned and looked at him, he 
was truly sorry, and left the house and 
wept. 

Remind the class that all of this hap- 
pened the samé night after the Lord Jesus 
ate the Passover supper and the Lord’s 
Supper with his disciples. Early the next 
morning the rulers tried him. When the 
Saviour told them he was the Son of 
God, they said that he should die, Ex- 
plain that the Jews were not a free peo- 
ple. They were under the Roman gov- 
ernment, and although they did stone peo- 
ple sometimes, still it was not lawful 
for them to put anyone to death. So 
the Lord Jesus was led away to Pilate 
the Roman governor. The rulers said 
that the Saviour had broken the Roman 
law by teaching that the Jews ought not 
to pay tribute to Cesar and saying that 
he was a king. The Lord had told 
the people plainly that they ought to pay 
tribute to Cesar, and he had never tried 
to get Czxsar’s throne. 2 

Pilate soon learned that the pag 
was not guilty, and finding out that he 
was from Galilee, the governor sent him 
to Herod the ruler of Galilee. Herod 
hoped to see the Lord do some miracle. 
But the Saviour did not use his power 
just to amuse people. He would. not 
answer Herod’s questions. Herod and 
his soldiers tried to make fun of the 
Saviour by putting gorgeous clothes on 
him, and then they sent him back to 
Pilate. 

The governor called the rulers together 
and told them that neither he nor Herod 
could find any fault in the Lord Jesus. 
He told them that he would have the 
Saviour beaten, and set free, as he always 
freed one prisoner-at the Passover - Feast. 
But they all ‘asked for the Lord Jesus 
to be crucified, and for Barabbas to be 
set free.. Barabbas had done all that they 
had accused the Lord Jesus of doing and 
more, for he had killed somebody. 
still tried to persuade them that the Lord 
Jesus had not done anything wrong. But 
the rulers stirred up such a noise among 
the people that Pilate let them have their 
way. e allowed them to crucify the 
Lord, and let Barabbas go free. 

The Saviour was tired, for he had not 
rested all night; his back was sore from 
the cruel beating of the soldiers. Yet 
they laid the heavy wooden cross on his 
back, and led him away to be crucified. 
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Perhaps he was too weak to keep up with 
the strong soldiers. Can anyone tell who 
helped him bear the cross? Perhaps 
Simon was frightened when the soldiers 
caught him, and told him that he must 
carry the cross. But he must have been 
willing when he saw the weary sufferer 
and we feel sure that he was glad after- 
ward that he helped the Saviour carry 
the cross. 

What prayer did the Saviour make 
when they crucified him? Who was cru- 
cified that day besides the Lord Jesus? 
Talk with the children about these two 
men. Both had sinned, and one kept on 
sinning by saying very wicked things to 
the Saviour on the cross. But the other 
man was sorry for having sinned, and 
asked the Saviour to remember him. Who 
can tell the Lord’s beautiful answer? 

It was about noon when the Saviour 
was crucified. Did the sun shine brightly 
that day? 


the Lord Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
and asked his Father in Heaven to re- 
ceive his spirit. His work on earth was 
finished: Now he had suffered and died 
on the cross. By his death Barabbas 
had been set free, and on the cross he 
had pardoned the dying thief. This shows 
that he will do the same for all who come 
to him and ask for his pardon, for he 
_— to seek and save that which was 
ost. 

Tell briefly of the Lord’s burial and 
have each member of the class repeat the 
Memory Verse: “Thou shalt call his 
name Jesus: for he shall save his people 
from their sins” (Matt. 1: 21d). 

Curnton, S. C. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Whose death? 
‘Discussion: The details of the Lord’s 
cup of suffering’ on the day of the cru- 

cifixion. 


Objective: Seeing ourselves on the 
cross. a 


AY, fellows, death is an awesome 
thing to look upon, under any circum- 
stances. To see a person die is an ordeal. 
I have heard doctors and nurses say 
that witnessing the death of a patient 
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e t 

rf Re ya 
ce Sor the suffering Q death,--- that 
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never becomes easy or commonplace, 





About three o’clock in the afternoon, 





race of God should taste 
Heb. 2:9, 





though it is an experience of frequent 
occurrence. Death is so definitely and 
so utterly opposed to our every inclina- 
tion. When we look upon death it is as 
though the dread enemy had boldly. step- 
ped up and put his bony finger in our 
face, in defiance. of all the throbbing. life 
that. is in us. 

If this is true with reference to mor- 
tals, high or low, loved or unloved, what 
must be our feelings as we look upon 
Jesus Christ— Son of God, Saviour of 
the world, your Saviour and mine — 
dead? And having so died. 

Well, it depends, fellows, on just how 
close you feel that his death is to you. 
How close in time, how close in dis- 
tance. Time and distance have the ef- 
fect of decreasing the impressiveness of 
death. You see in the morning paper 
that a ship sank yesterday off the coast 
.of Madagascar and twenty people per- 
ished. It makes little impression. It is 
so far away. But if twenty people died 
in some accident. in your town, it would 
be an exciting thing. Hf it happened in 
your block— more impressive still. We 
‘speak now of the Jolinstown flood, the 
Titanic disaster, and the Japanese earth- 


they are so far away—in time. This 
may partly explain why we can look upon 
the death of thé Lord Jesus with so lit- 
tle emotion, It is so far away. So far 
away, in time; and, in distance. This 
“distance,” too, is more than geographical 
distance. It is a distance in relatiqnship. 
And that is just the thing I want you 
to think about here: your relationship 
to him and to his death. 

The death of the Lord Jesus is close 


| to you because it might have been your 


own death, and all the cruel sufferings of 
it might have been yours. But he took 
it upon himself that you might be ex- 
empted from it. If you can read of it in 
the Gospel record, or if you can hear it 
described without a shudder — for your- 
self or for him — then there is something 
you should do. You should try to im- 
agine yourself in his place, instead of him 
in your place. Can you think of your- 
self in an extreme crisis suddenly de- 
serted by your best friends? Can you 
hear the false charges of your accusers 
and not a voice to rise in your defense? 
Can you feel the sting of the scourge upon 
your bared back? Cdn you feel sharp 
thorns pressed into the flesh of your brow, 
while leering soldiers mock and try to 
make a buffoon of you? 

Can you imagine yourself trying. to 
carry a heavy cross along the roadway, 
after having been up all night in suffer- 
ing and in persecution, with nothing to 
eat ‘since the Passover Supper (I don’t 
think he ate much then), and through 
sheer physical weakness sinking beneath 
the load? It is not easy to carry a cross, 
at best; it is an awkward burden. Once 
I tried it just to make it more real to 
myself. Passing a new building where 
the scaffolding had just been taken down, 
I saw a number of heavy cross pieces. 
One was of about the dimensions of the 
cross, apparently —only not so heavy; 
so I picked it up and carried it a little 
way. It was a most uncomfortable ef- 
fort; the rough boards cut into my shoul- 
ders. In a short distance I laid it down 
—and was glad to do so. But I got a 
slight intimation of hoW carrying the 
| cross must have felt to him — physically. 
| What poignant agony it must have been 
to be nailed to the cross! And even that 
was trivial in contrast to the suffering 
of his spirit. I see a soldier coming with 
the vinegar on a sponge; I hear the taunts 
of the scribes and chief priests, and the 
click of the dice in the hands of the sol- 
diers-gambling for a seamless robe. Then 
I hear the anguish of a dying cry: “My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” (Mark 15: 34.) 

Fellows, that was your death and ‘mine 
—not his. But he bore it. All that cruel 
ordeal he willingly went through with — 
for you and for me. Is it possible that 
we can look upon it without a quicken- 
ing pulse? And when we know that 
he did it for us, does it not make us want 
to leap to our feet with a surging impulse 
to do something about it? 

Well, if you had been right near the 








cross on Calvary you could not have stop- 
ped the cruel tragedy. It would have been 


quake, with hardly any evidence of awe; 





























en 





oat att ith thindn ee de tte po ii. Vi: 








Lesson for June 7 
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carried through to the end. But as you| member of the class, while the teacher 


allow it to come close to-you now, fel- 
lows, you can make the resolve that so 
ar as you are concerned a Saviour’s 
atoning suffering and death shall not 
have been lost upon you;. nor shall it 
have been lost upon anyone else whom 
you can reach with the saving power of 
it. 

Thus, too, as well as in the Lord’s 
Supper, may you show forth the Lord’s 
death till he come. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
ve 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


3: = answers to the following ques- 
tions will be found in the issue of 
Curistian Your Containing. this les- 
son. The answers are not’ numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting legson material in the current 
— of hen eager Youtnu, which is 

e weekly per ior teen age young 
poopie published by. The Sunday School 

imes pany. Classes are. discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
Curist1an Yours in the hands of every 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Auther of “The Little Jetta Telling Bible Stories” J 





Srsus Cruc IFIED 
ncidentals) 


“a 


Luxe 23:22 (arr. 27:26). 


MATT. a :29. 


Seren 2:24. 
Ino. 19: ‘7: 


eR. 


INe.19:29- 


h 


Luke 23¢398. 


Wd 


Ino, 19:25 









LUKE 23:47, 


uses both that paper and Tue SuNpaAyY 
ScHoo. TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if ‘your subscription 
covers. five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. From a legal standpoint, how many 
things can you point out as definitely 
wrong in the trial and sentencing of 
Christ ? 

2. How many evidences of ‘Christ’s in- 
nocence are given in this lesson? 

3. What supernatural phenomena testi- 
fied during the crucifixion to the fact 
that Christ was the Son of God? 

4. What two. incidents at Calvary 
should encoufage us to come freely to 
Christ’ to ask forgiveness, no matter how 


‘we may have sinned against him? 


5..What unconscious testimony came 
from Pilate as to who Christ was? 


6. What final act of Christ shows his 
absolute control- of his own death? 


ye 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Facing the Cross of Christ: 
1. His suffering. 
2. His love. 
3. His victory. 


— THE mysterious depths of that 
voluntary sacrifice of His [the death 
of Christ on the, cross] there is some- 
thing which, while it perpetually baffles 
the human intellect, brings a strange and 
ineffable peace to the human heart” — 
and young girls -long. after that peace 
of heart just as hungrily as older mem- 
bers of the human family. They may know 
little, as yet, of the weight of common 
woe of this suffering world, but that rest- 
less longing after something never found 
except im the very peace of God is as 
characteristic of girls as of others of us. 

And that peace is offered only through 
this cross of Christ, through acceptance 
of the Saviour who suffered there in our 
place. 

Do not be afraid to make as real as 
you can all its details to your girls — it 
was this Saviour himself who said, “And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all. men unto me” (John 12: 32). 
What may seem repulsive. details- at first 
sight will become, to the sight of faith, 
“facts radiant with .a spiritual beauty 
which casts all other spectaéles of moral 
loveliness into the shade.” “For only as 
those facts are known can they be seen 
with the eye of faith in the Saviour who 
so loved the world. “At the cross, and 
there alone, the day breaks and the 
shadows flee away,” and the hitherto 
sin-stained_-heart can share the very rest 
of God. Teach this. lesson with the 
prayer in your own heart that your girls 
may come into such a faith, find such 
a light and know such a peace, by sur- 
rendering wholly to such a Saviour! For 
what else have we been teaching ‘these 
lessons from his life? 

Gather your facts concerning the cru- 
cifixion under three heads (as suggested 
above), using all the Gospels. for: this 
purpose. If youry@lass is: well-read in 
their Bibles they can contribute “to 


eo 


subjects, deciding which ones rightly 


long in which group. Of course al’ the’ 
facts prove the love of Jesus, they all 
caused him suffering, they ali contribute 
to his victory. But again, some are 
marked by love above every other ‘char- 
acteristic, some by suffering, some by vic- 
tory. Class them accordingly. 


1. All the purely physical details be- 
long here, together with at least two 
cries of anguish wrung from him while 
suffering on the cross. (See John 20: 
25 for the nails used, which are not men- 
tioned in the descriptions of the crucifix- 
ion itself. ) Do not forget the far greater 
suffering of spirit while thinking of the 
actual misery of his body, in such a death. 








Learn all you can about Roman cru- 
cifixions to make clear its details. .. You 
shrink from it? Did not He? Why was 
He enduring such misery of body and 
mind? 

2. Now try to group together all the 
facts that show forth the Saviour’s love 
—especially those words of his that 
proved his love for the dying sinner, his 
own mother and friend, his executioners, 
and his Father. What kinds of love 
filled his heart in that hour? “Did e’er 
such love and sorrow meet?” 


3. But suffering and love are mingled 
in many a death — not like his, for none 
of us could so love! —go we must not 
fail to find there the victory wrought 
out on that cross. What indicated’ it? 
What did He say that proved he knew 
he had won the victory over sin which he 
came into this world to win, for us? 

“For us, for us the Lamb was slain” 
— was it in vain? What will you give 
him in return for such suffering, such 
love, such a victory? What ‘can you 
give him—poor as you are? There is 
only one thing he wants, only one thing 
he asks for — your heart. 


Home Study 

Wiil you group the facts of the cru- 
cifixion of the Saviour under the three 

ads used here, in your synopsis?» (Use 
the full chapters of the crucifixion in all 
the Gospels.) Then will you not select 
and memorize this week what you believe 
to be the most beautiful hymn or poem 
you can find on the cross? Continue 
finding and learning such hymns —keep 


their titles ‘at least in your Bible note- 
| book. 


Decatur, GA. 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of May 31) 


1. Matthew and Mark speak, in this con- 
nection of “a place called ‘Gethsemane’; 
Luke locates this scene on: “the mount of 
Olives”; while John says, “he went... 
over the brook Kidron, where was a garden, 
into which he entered.” Also John. alludes 
to this place as “a garden” (18:.26). So 
we can sure jit was. the garden of Geth- 
semane, on the Mount of. Olives. 

2. See John 7:53 with 8:1 (really one 
sentence); Luke 21:37; Matthew 24: 3, 
26: 30 with 36. 

3. See Hebrews 5: 7-10. There may have 
been other prayers in our Lord’s life like 
the one described here, but only in Geth- 
semane are we told of such a one. This 
would make “death” that “cup,” — death 
then and there in that garden, from which 
he was delivered, “having been heard for 
his godly fear,” -in order that he might de- 
liberately surrender his: life on: the cross. 

4. See Matthew 26:37, 38 with. 42. 
Saviour finally accepted.even this, if it were 
his Father’s will, though it seemed to frus- 
trate the sacrifice on the cross he had so 
long faeed. 

5. John 10:15, 17, and 18. 

6. In the Lord’s Prayer’ our Lord taught 
his disciples to say, “ will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven”. (Matt. 6: 10). 

7. The man who had been delivered from 
the legion of demons (Mark 5: 18). 

8. “Ye are my friends, if -yé do ~what- 
soever I command: you”: (John: 15: 14). 

9. The earnést prayer of. faith (1 Pet. 
4:7). 

10. “Oil press.” 

11. Oil is a ‘symbol 
See Psalms i 
4:42; and 


of the Holy Spirit. 
Et TR Hah, 61> 3; Zechariah 


ES ts poe 

Bi cae Railroad Evangelism 
. WORK unusual in its distinctive field 
is being promoted by the Funda- 
mental Evangelistic Association, under 
the leadership.of the: Rey!) My» Reyn- 
olds, known. as:The, Railroad ‘Eyangel- 
ist.”. Interesting literature has been pre- 
pared, with’ special appeal ‘to ‘railroad ‘men. 
There is a Gospel of: John, ‘emphasized 
and underscored in an*attractive way and 
also adapted and arranged’ for the use 
of personal workers. A railroad ticket 
for a long jotirney is full of suggestion 
and arresting thoughts, and there are 
hymns, poems, and travelers’ instructions. 
Not only does this Association seek to 
reach the thousands of men whose duties 
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on the road put them in the class who 
seldom if ever enter a church, but it visits 
small railroad towns in out-of-the-way 
plates, ‘conducting evangelistic services 
and sowing the seed of the Word, = Its 
workers have spoken to many thousands 
of men at their work, and have visited 
them in times of illness and death. The 
Association also arranges Bible Confer- 
ences, the principal one being Big Bear 
Bible Conference, about a hundred miles 
from Los Angeles. The work is inter- 
denominational and on a faith basis. 

An information sheet telling of the 
work is mailed free to all interested, and 
may be had by writing to M. H. Reyn- 
olds, Executive Secretary, 211-215: Co- 
lumbia Building, Los Angeles, Cal. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





| June 14. True and False Friendships. John 
1§: 10-15. 
June. 21. How Decide What Is Right and 


What Is Wrong? John 7: 17. 
June 2. My Attitude toward Other Races 


in This Country.. Gal. 3: 26-20. 

July 5. What Is Christian Patriotism? 
Matt. - 6:33; Psa. 12a: 1-9. (Consecration 
meeting.) 


Sunday, June 7 


The Need for Christian Thoughtful- 
ness and Kindness (Acts 3: 1-10) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Thoughtful care (Luke ro: 33-35). 
Tues.—Natural kindness (Acts 28 : 1-6). 
Wed.—The Christian way (Eph. 4 : 31, 32; 


§2:8;-/2): 
Thurs.—Practical Christianity (Jas. 1: 


26, 27). 
Fri—Age-old thoughttulness (Lev. 25: 
: 35-38). 
Sat.—Jesus’ kindness (Luke 9: 12-17), 











How may we show our thoughtfulness? 

If our kindness {s misunderstood, - what 
then? 

How may we overcome our natural selfish- 
ness? 


HE manager of a large electrical 

plant said not long ago: “The chief 
difficulty we encounter is that of keeping 
our wires in repair and in good working 
order. The motive force at the terminus 
is easily controlled. It is the defects in 
communication that impair our work.” 


- God marvelously controls the motive 
force of his love. There is no break- 
down or defect at headquarters. But 
what about the means of communication? 
He has limited himself to mankind. He 
tells us that we are “ambassadors for 
Christ,” as though God were beseech- 
ing men by us (2 Cor. 5:20). What a 
tragedy it is when we fail to communi- 
cate his love and kindness and concern. 


we 

No doubt the difficult times through 
which so many of us have been passing 
have been evidence enough of the need 
of thoughtfulness and kindness. Perhaps 
some of us have been learning first-hand 
lessons on the meaning of straightened 
circumstances and lack of employment, 
and know now as never before the value 
of a kind word or thoughtful deed. 

And there is in Christian lands a cer- 
tain kindliness and thoughtfulness that 
are by-products of: Christianity, even in 
the lives of those- who do not profess 
Christ. ‘Let us thank God for 1; and 
for the fact that so much suffering and 
need are alleviated by the humanitarian 
efforts of men. 


But if this is true of those who do 
not confess Christ, what may we not 
expect from those who know him and 
serve him? Certainly God expects more 
of us than of those who do not acknowl- 
edge him. 

Christian thoughtfulness. and kindness 
have something to offer that mere human- 
itarianism cannot give. It will, with its 





material help and human sympathy, point 
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Have you ever seen 


“Double 
Trouble’? 


O, IT isn’t a book. It is a little settle- 
ment in the Jersey. pines. 


_. Queer name for a place where any folks 
live, isn’t it? 


But there it is,—“‘ Double Trouble ”— 
sand, pine trees, a few houses, a few folks. 


Just now a good many folks are living in 
places, in circumstances, among conditions 
that they may think ought to be called by 
that name! 


And they’re not trying to run away 
from ‘“ Double Trouble,” but they’re asking 
how to live cheery, trustful, radiant lives, 
right there. 


To many it seems to make’a great dif- 
ference to have THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
at home. Their letters say so. 


And there is a new book, “Living 
Through These Days,” that folk say is so 
very clarifying, encouraging, and comfort- 
ing to “Double Trouble” folk, wherever 
they live. One woman writes: 3 


“Your blessed, blessed book, ‘ Living Through 
These Days,’ came yesterday, and I have been 
reading it with deep, heart-stirring joy and grati- 
tude. God bless you—I know he does — has 
—and will! This is a precious companion to 
my oft lent and loved ‘When the Days Seem 
Dark’ [by the same author]. 

“Surely the Lord has raised you up for this 
ministry of comfort and strengthening fot storm- 
tossed souls. I find I must mail this away to- 
morrow unfinished to a friend, and I find I 
must have some copies for other dear ones in sore 
trouble just now : so I am enclosing money order 
for three copies, and I want them at top speed !’’ 


Wouldn’t you like to own the book? 
Wouldn’t you like to send THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMES to five of your friends? 
Here’s the way: 


We shall be glad to send you without charge 
a copy of “Living Through ese Daya,” ty 
Philip E. Howard, if you will send us .five Ten 
Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions to The 
Sunday School Times at 25 cents each. The 
beok and five ten weeks subscriptions to The 
Sunday School Times for the price of the book 
alone, only $1.25. 


THE SUNDAY sCHGOL TIMES COMPANY 
327 North Thirteenth Street, - - 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
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the needy one to Christ as the only one 
who can bring permanent relief and peace 
and comfort. 

Christian thoughtfulness and kindness 
will do all that is humanly possible. But 
it will not rest content until hearts have 
been turned to the One who with super- 
human sympathy and love can do “ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think.” 

Christian thoughtfulness and kindness 
may not have much to offer in material 
things, but it knows no lack in the spir- 
itual realm: for. “our Father is rich in 
houses and lands.” Peter and John in 
our Scripture lesson could not grant the 
plea of the lame man for alms. But 
they gave him something that money 
could not buy. 
prayers mean to some suffering and needy 
one that you ‘are powerless to help, hu- 
manly speaking? 


But there is a field for Christian 
thoughtfulness and kindness that some- 
times we overlook. Do we not often 
neglect fellow Christians or those in our 
own homes? We. like to do the big, 
noble things, but the little daily deeds of 
love and kindness to those about us some- 
times ‘slip by undone. And such neglect 
hurts, too, because the deeds are so small 
and require so littlé of our time or 
thought. Our loved ones and other 
Christians have a right to expect us to 
remember such things, and our failure 
saddens and perplexes them. Oftentimes 
it is these little failures that prove the 
greatest stumblingblocks in the Christian 
life to those who know us best. 

we 

But even when we recognize the need 
in our lives for greater thoughtfulness 
and kindness, we are powerless to help 
ourselves. How can we overcome our 
natural selfishness and thoughtlessness? 
Only by yielding our hearts implicitly 


to Christ, by confessing our failure and. 


sin of unlove and selfishness, by asking 
him to work out in us his love, and by 
trusting him to do it. Will you do this 
now, and let the miracle of the life that 
is Christ transform your life, and through 
you the lives of others? 


ye 

In what ways am I thoughtless and un- 
kind ? 

Am I willing to let God show me other 
failures that I have not been conscious of ? 

Am I willing to yield myself to Christ 
and let him live his life in me? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


vg 


The Protestant Hospital 
at Digne, France 


EAUTIFUL in its simple dignity is 

the building known as the. missionary 
hospital, La Sympathie, a notable part 
of the work of the French South-East 
Mission at Digne (Basses-Alpes), France. 
Encouraging reports come from Digne 
telling of the first two. years’ work. 
Souls have been saved and believers com- 
forted and strengthened through its 
needed ministry. Protestants, Catholics, 
Jews, Greek Orthodox, and other creeds 
have come and gone, many of them tak- 
ing with them a saving knowledge of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. A spirit of re- 
vival among the older children gives 
promise of continued blessing. 

At the present time the house is so 
full that the orphans.and abandoned chil- 
dren have had to be removed to a build- 
ing rented for them, only the babies be- 
ing allowed to remain in the hospital. 
This house is now too small, and prayer 
is asked for a real children’s home. The 
mission welcomes help from those who 
desire to adopt one of these little ones 
at the nominal cost of $12 a month for 
the older and $10 for the younger chil- 
dren, 

In the attractive room known as the 
Dr. D. M. Stearns Memorial Room are 
now a blind Jewess and a converted Ro- 
man Catholic, both of whom have been 
saved there. What an opportunity to 
perpetuate the memory of a loved one 
now with the Lord! A free bed for those 
who cannot pay may be provided at fifty 


What may not your | 
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cents a day. More nurses are needed, and 
prayer is asked that they may be found. 

The consecrated missionaries, Mr. and 
Mrs. Henri Contesse, are carrying bur- 
dens almost beyond their strength, and 
there is opportunity for a gifted and con- 
secrated couple to help them. In addition 
to the work of the hospital, they are pub- 
lishing a Protestant evangelical periodi- 
cal La Bonne Revue, conducting a sum- 
mer Bible conference, and carrying on 
Gospel work in the villages. 

Gifts for the work may be sent to 
the D. M. Stearns Missionary Fund; 147 
+ gg School Lane, Germantown, Phila., 

a. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday. School Times,. 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be 
published. in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: For years I have 
been a reader of The Sunday School Times, 
and have often.read your advice to girls 
and young women with much spiritual bene- 
fit and help. But today I come to you with 
the same burden with which many have 
come to you before. 

I have been a worker in Christian service 
for years. For some years I was very 
happy in the Master’s service, especially 
because my work brought me in personal 
contact with people, and many times I had 
the opportunity of speaking to hungry 
hearts about their spiritual welfare. 

Some years ago, due to ill health at that 
time, I had to discontinue my work, which 
I so dearly loved to do, and had to do 
work that is more confining, and that de- 
prives me of any personal contact with folks. 
For a long time I tried to content myself 
with the thought that perhaps the. service 
that I rendered had to be done also, and J 
might. as well do that faithfully, as “in the 
sight of God.” But as time goes on, and 
especially during the last year, I feel very 
unhappy. Continually my own heart con- 
demns me for not doing the real “life serv- 
ice” for which I gave myself originally. Again 
and again I have appealed to those in author- 
ity to be permitted to satisfy that inner 
longing — but thus far to no avail. What 
shall I°do under the circumstances?—AN 
EARNEST SEEKER. 

Y DEAR GIRL: I am very much 

against doing what an organiza- 
tion tells you to do when it conflicts with 
the will of God for you. Do not listen 
to the human voice when the will of God 
is made known to you, and you hear the 
call to work with souls. 

If your health demands you to do this 
other work, and if you feel you should 
for your health’s sake stay in that posi- 
tion, that is one consideration; but if you 
hear the call of God and know it as his 
call to you, do not hesitate to step out 
and, seeing his will, he will lead you and 
give you the desires of your heart in 
ministry to those who need you. Don’t 
be afraid if God calls! Go to those over 
you and tell them how you feel, and if 
they will not hear you, remember God’s 
eyes are not closed to your need nor to 
his call to you, and he will open the way! 
Only trust him, and obey him! 

Have you prayed for your organization 
to be helped to see your viewpoint? God 
can and will change circumstances for 
you, if you ask him. He only wants a 
willing mind in you, and then he can 
work through you. “Whatsoever he saith 
unto -you, do it”! Pray much about it, 
and get a group of friends, or another 
friend and yourself, and kneel down and 
pray through that God will have his 
way, and that you shall be where he 
wants you. It will come, and the an- 
swer will be such that others will co-op- 
erate with you, but if not do not hesitate. 
Step out with God, and he is able to see 
you through. Some of the finest work 
in our country, today, is being done by 
those who have stepped out on faith, 
and who are willing to leave all and 
follow him. He is a wonderful provider, 
and will not forsake you, if you are sure 
































3 Lesson for June 7 


you have heard his. voice. Do not allow 
Satan to fool you, and get you-to do 
something that is not of God. We are 
told to try the spirits, but you know 
God well enough, Iam sure, to know 
when he speaks, and if you do not obey, 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. : 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a e to one 
address, $1.50 each; per year. 
_ CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 


for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 5@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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you will be under condemnation’: Do not. 
stay there, but follow His‘ voice. “ Do not 
be fearful, but rejoige-ytt hith)™- trust 
him! 

I shall add my: prayers to yours, and 
will have the faith that God will show 
you his will'so clearly that you must go 
forward. 


Sending Others to Keswick 


F YOU have been blessed by attending 

a Victorious Life Conference at Amer- 
ica’s Keswick (Keswick Grove, N. J.), 
or if you have not yet been able to get 
there, would you not like to make it pos- 
sible for others to go who cannot afford 
the small expense? Friends of Keswick 
have generously made gifts to'a fund 
for this purpose, from time to time, and 
quite a number are longing to get to .a 
conference this summer who will not be 
able to do so unless the money is pro- 
vided. The registration fee for any of 
the eight-day conferences is $3.50, and 
room and board are $17; thus $20.50 is 
the regular charge for a full conference 
for one person. Gifts of any amount, 
large or small, will be welcomed for this 
purpose, and should be sent to the or- 
der of Charles A. Blatchley, Treasurer, 
Victorious Life Testimony, 80-82 Staf- 
ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Phil- 
adelphia. The Council is continually in 
receipt of applications for free entertain- 
ment at the conferences, which it is un- 
able to grant unless the expenses of such 
entertainment are provided. Here is an 
Opportunity for an investment that may 
‘have eternal results. 

Coming conferences will be held on 
the following dates: 


May 29 to 31 
Memorial Day Week-End Conference 
June 20°t0 DB 00. .c00ce.e Student Conference 


July 3 to 5 
Fourth of July Week-End Conference 

July 11 to 19 ...... Victorious Life Conference 
July 25 to August 2 " * * 
August 8 to 16 .... - = “<j 
August 22 to jo .. = = ” 
September 4 to 7 

¥ Labor Day Week-End Conference 


Those who wish to register for them- 
selves should apply early, as the accom- 
modations are limited. 
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Jack’s Castle 
By Emma Florence Bush 


castles on the beach. Uncle Alfred 
had offered a prize of a big box of candy 
to the child who had the best:castle, so 
they were all working away busily. That 
is, all but Jack. He made a few sand 
walls then stopped to watch Mabel. 

“Why, Mabel,” he said, “you aren’t do- 
ing it very well. Your walls are all 
crooked. You won't get a prize.” 

Poor Mabel looked discouraged and 
the tears were in her eyes. 

“Never mind, Mabel,” said Walter, “I 
will help you straighten them. Then you 
can go on with the rest. See, this is 
the way.” 

“Look at your towers, Walter,” said 
Jack. “They. shouldn’t be square, they 
should -be round. Wait till you see mine.” 

He’ left his work and came over to 
where, Walter was to point out what he 
meant, and the two boys argued for a 
few minutes. 

“T have seen square towers,” said Wal- 
ter at last, “and I am going to make mine 
square. You can make yours the way 
you want to, and I shall do the same.” 

“Well, don’t blame me when you find 
they’re all wrong,” said Jack as he went 
back to making his walls. 

He began to laugh at the way Ella was 
making her drawbridge. Then he worked 
a little more on his castle, but he could 
not help leaving every few minutes to 
criticize the way the others were build- 
ing theirs. 

At last it was lunch time and Uncle 





Alfred came to look at the castles. He 


HE children were busy building sand [ 
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looked very carefully at them all. Then 


teem Seti = | Bae on 

castles look very nice indeed. They are the Bible acm 
but Meeting 
Today’s Problems 


so good that I am going to give each of 
Squarely 


them a prize, for they show you have 
It is true that coe Standard Lesson is built 


tried hard. Walter, Mabel, and Ella will 
each have a prize.” 
squarely on the Bible, but, what is also true and 


“Oh,” spoke up Jack, “but they are not 
so good as mine. See how straight- my. 
walls are. The others, except Walter’s, 
are crooked. Then I am going to have 
a moat as well as a drawbridge and Wal- 


‘> han des hbiaee™ equally important, every lesson has its applica- 
wa de oak ine pr gyi castle,” said 5 ge oe a We the problems 
Uncle Alfred. “All I see is the walls || Magcomrontuescher:andsecholare. The Bible 
and the beginning of a tower.” r ba i Aes 4 went om po eager 

“But that is when it is finished,” said ; , te 8 . 


with q 
‘ downto the conduct of 
; the present moment, en- 


Jack. “See how straight my walls are.” 
“Yes,” answered Uncle Alfred, “But 








you haven’t any castle. The prize was en 
for a castle finished before lunch, and ihe poll of the school 
yours is just begun.” ; 


Jack hung his head.. Then he raised 
it and Igoked Uncle Alfred straight in 
the face. 

“I did not get it done,” he said, “be- 


cause I spent so much time finding fault sent on 











With Walter’s, Mabel’s, and Ella’s. Next Oy > Sadie 
time, Uncle Alfred, I- will build my own.|| wae # 
and not stop to see what the others are|| THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 
wat you do,” said Unéle Aired th 4 Sake. Chileon 

“Tf you do,” sai nc red heart- 
ily, “then this morning you have: gained 8th - d Cutter Sts., Cin ati, Ohio 
something for a prize that is better than 
any candy. You have learned: something beat 





that will help you get along in the world, 
and that is not to criticize others and 
to do your own work well. 


GrEENWoopD, Mass. 


Fundamentalist Pastor 
Nine years present pastorate in N. Central State. 
Wishes connection with sound church, presenting op- 
portunity.. References. : 
Address “‘ Pastor,”’ 1235 Cornelia Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


SUMMER STUDY. IN THE MIDST OF THE MOUNTAINS 


Terrace Mountain, Stone Mountain, and the Tussey Range in sight from the Coll Campus, Near b 
are Shelving Rocks, Pulpit Rock, Alan Segar Forest, Spruce Creek State Camp, Camp imesatnwke, and oe 
“ Blue Juniata. Huntinedon is on the main line of the Pennsylvania Railroad between Philadelphia and 
Pittsburgh and on the William Penn Highway. The yn ig buildings are comfortable in summer. There js 
dormitory life and a dining hall for all, resident and. visiting teachers. Varied curricula 
and courses. An opportunity in the nine weeks of the Summer Sessions — June 15 to August 14—to earn nine 


semestcr hours’ credit in an accredited coll to take a littl k, bi in the li j Id 
aad forest, Peditebe dherier i ege or to take.a little work, browse in the library, and enjoy fie 


For Bulletin, address Director of Summer Session, Juniata College, Huntingdon, Pa. 
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When you tell 
them with a 
Balopticon 
Irs CONVINCING 


The very heart of religious instruction is the conviction it carries. 
Pictures are convincing because they enable those whom you teach 
to see for themselves. Furthermore they attract and hold atten- 
tion as no other means can. Your church cannot afford to be 
without apparatus for picture projection. 

The LRM is a Balopticon for the projection of either lantern 
slides or opaque objects. An attac mt is available whereby 
strip film can be used. 


Other Balopticon models cover every church or Sunday-school re- 
quirement for still-projection equipment. Write today for com- 
plete information. 


BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL CO. 
693 St. Paul Street Rochester, N. Y. 
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BUILDING UP 


Church and Sunday School is a matter of Christian 
Faith in Sermon and Song, plus Service. 

An examinatiop reveals the finest all purpose 
hymnal in the United States. 

It contains the outstanding successes from all other 
current books of variéus publishers, plus our own 


new and familiar Copyrights, 
Think of Your 


Favorites 
and then find them in 


oT Sn of Avg 








Increased 9. 
ance comes with the 
use of this book. 


Delightfully anima- 
ted songs, also staid 
and dignified hymns, 
all with spiritual up- 
lift. 





In manila,$30 the 
hundred, 


In art boards, $40 
the hundred. 


There are also scores and hundreds of other new 
and familiar selections (351 of them). 


@ You Are Especially Invited to 
Send Now for an examination copy. 
It costs nothing to see this book. A 


: aes (mentioning Church or School) will 
ring one directly to your home. 

















HALL-MACK CO., 2047 Arch St., Phila., Pa. 
NATIONAL MUSIC CO., 306 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
(Mention this magazine.) 








N ALL the realm of. 

Vacation Bible School 

Literature, STANDARD 
Courses alone make it 
easy for you to have a 
Successful Vacation 
Bible School. _ 











The Standard PublishingCo. 
Dept. SS. 523 


8th and Cutter Streets 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 














She Admiral 
Be beautiful modern fire- 
proof hotel located directly 
on the ocean front. 

Outdoor Sea Water Swimming 
Pool. Golf. Tennis. Surf Bathing 
Concert Orchestra. Modest Rates 


Opens June 20th 
George M. Boughton, Manager 

















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family wéedas | 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 1 to 7 
Mon.—Luke 23 : 33-46. Jesus Crucified. 


The Lord said no man could take his 
life from him (John 10: 18). + Could 
those three taunts to come down from 
the cross have been Satan-inspired — 
irom rulers (v. 35), Romans (vs. 36, 37), 
and robber (v.'39)? If so, he resisted 
for our sakes, praise God, and then when 
redemption was finished, he voluntarily 
laid down his life (John 10: 18, again), 
and deliberately dismissed his spirit (v. 
46). Here was the reason for Pilate’s 
amazement (Mark 15:44). The Lord 
Jesus was consciously -in @ommand in 
this crisis of the world. “Crucified with 
him” (Gal. 2:26), im a spiritual union 
of faith, do we listen to Satan’s taunts 
to come down from the cross, and so fose 
victory over the power of sin he pro- 
vided at Calvary? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
West Indies General Mission (4045 Bed- 
ford Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.); for 
money. for a mission ship to carry the 
Rev, H. W. Uffelin in his Caribbean 
cruising; for three native workers; and 
that every need may be supplied; espe- 
cially for the enlargement and completion 
of a church building in a very poor dis- 


| trict where there is a great hunger for 


the Word of God. 
Tues.—Romans § : 1-8. Dying for the Ungodly. 
“The ungodly here are not the flagrant 
and disreputable only: they are all who 
are not in harmony with God; the poten- 
tial as well as the actual doers of griev- 
ous ‘sin. For them ‘Christ died’; not 
‘lived.’ It was a question not of example, 
nor of suasion, nor even of utterances, 
not even utterances of divine compassion, 
It was a question of law and guilt; and 
it was to be met -only by the death-sen- 
tence and the death-fact.”—-Bishop H. G. 
C. Moule, in his book, “Epistles to the 
Romans.” (Wm. T. Allen, 114 Church 
St., Toronto, Can., $1.75.) 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for God's 
blessing on the visit to America this 
spring of the Rev. A. B. DeRoos of the 
Latin America Prayer Fellowship ( C.C. 
Lyon, Treasurer, 1231 Fourth St., San 
Diego, Cal.); and on the 1930 Financial 
Statement, and literature; for revival in 
Mexico; for protection of all mission- 
aries in Rome's effort to recapture power 
in. Latin-America, 


Wed.—John 12 : 23-32. 
Christ’s Death Necessary. 


“Peter wanted to defend his Lord with | 


a sword, but Jesus came to live the un- 
spared life,” said a. Presbyterian minis- 
ter. “Thus it must be,” the Lord said. 
It was “the compulsion of the cross.” Its 
corollary is the “must” for the sinner 
(Acts 16:30). There is a “must” for 
the saint, too, for the work of Calvary 
must be preclaimed. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for God 
to safeguard Mrs. errs Strachan, whose 
life was attempted by an assassin with a 


revolver at Costa Rica in March, and is | 


still threatened (Latin-American Evan- 
gelistic Campaign, C. E. Mason, Presi- 
dent, 93 Worth St... New York City); 
pray for the Satan- hated advance évan- 
gelism of this mission and for all Latin- 
American missions; for the Bible school. 
Thurs.—John 19: 23-30. On the Cross. 
How simply the pen of inspiration de- 
scribes the most transcendent event in 
the history of the universe. Psalm 22 and 
Isaiah 53 are fulfilled this day. Divine 
direction is behind the Roman's hauteur 
in verse 22, This lesson is holy ground. 
The human minds of the master exegetes 
have never fathomed the depths of this 
transaction between God and his Son, 
made to be sin for us, nor soared to the 
far-flung distant planet reaches of the 
Victor's shout in versé 30 (John 4: 34; 


17:4; Rom. 10:4; Gal. 3:13; Heb. 10: 
5-10). 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for God’s 
blessing on the four-months’ Bible teach- 
ing tour of Dr. C. G. Crosier, a thirty- 
year-experienced India missionary this 
summer through Tfipura, Lushai Hills, 
Chittagong Hill Tracts, Arakan, and 
Burma. (North East India General Mis- ; 
sion, 1213 Petinsylvania Bldg., Philadel- | 
phia). 

Fri.—1 Corinthians 1 : 17-25. j 
The Message of the Cross. 

The Old Testament with its altars and 
its. prophecies looks forward to the cross, 
the Gospels give its history, the Acts 
record its first victories, the Epistles un- 
fold its wondrous’ meanings, and Revela- 
tion’ foretells its eternal values. Satan 
hates it. Lewis Sperry, Chafer says: 
“Satan will appropriate and incorporate 
in his false systems.every available prin- 
ciple of what is true with the one fatal 
omission of the atoning cross. This one 
point of distinction will be the only dif- 
ference that will finally exist betwéen 
the false and the true.” Our age espe- 
cially needs to listen to, Paul in verse 23. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that ‘the 
furlough this summer of Miss Sadie Lea 
Weidner pf the Mino Mission, Ogaki, 
Gifu Ken, Japan, may . be provided for, 
that she may be safeguarded; for her ; 
to have a complete rest, and for bless- 
ing upon the workers while she is away. 
Sat.—Hebrews 9 : 13-22. 

The Crowning Sacrifice. | 

“When I speak of an acorn, how do 
T know that it will grow up into a mighty 
oak tree? Because the law of the oak 
tree has. been written in the acorn, Even 
so’ with Christ, the Mediator of the 
[New] Covenant, the one on whom I 
can depend to make the Covenant true, 
He is to see that the Spirtt of the Lord 
shall live in me, rule in me, conquer in 
me, and work out His blessed purposes 
in me.”—Dr. Andrew Murray. 


i God."—C, £ 


' eight 


(Lesson for fins 7) MAY 23, 193. 


Presbyterian missionary work in six for-— 


cign lands, about to be cut forty-two pera» 2 


cent; for ‘effectiveness of the appeals of 


Secretary Egbert W. Smith in his church * 


papers; for revjpal to sweep the South, 
and loose purse strings in this, and all 
other churches. 
Sun.—Isaiah 53:7-12. An Offering for Sin. 
“The sufferings of Christ were germi- 
nant. Death pangs, indeed they were 
also birth pangs. The anguish of his 
death was that we might never ‘taste’ 
death (though we may die), and there- 


-fore true death.agonies; but the anguish 


was also the anguish of our new birth. 
It was the ‘travail of his soul.’ The 
corn Of wheat had fallen into the ground 
and was “dying that the life of it might 
pass. into less = gig of the wheat of 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Rev. Karl D: Hummel, still itinerating 
through Central America (Central Amer- 
ican Mission, 3611 Congress Ave., Dallas, 
Tex.); for blessing on all meetings with 
Mr. 3 tradling ; for five hundred dollars to 
finish the new Cartago chapel; for the 
hundred and fifty tracts Sene" 
monthly by Misses ord and Feister 
to. one hundred and sixteen towns; for all 
workers. 
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Prayer Succestions: Pray again for 
the divine salvaging of the Southern 

















Happy 
Christian 
Annuitants 


These are actual photographs of a 
few of hundreds of men and women 
who have written words of praise 
for the annuity plan that helps 
distribute the Word of God. 


You, too, if you want 


to give to the cause of Scrip- 
ture distribution but require 
some return from your gift dur- 
ing your lifetime, will find the 
American Bible Society’s annu- 
ity plan eminently satisfactory. 


Its safety is guaranteed by the 
substantial resources .of this 
great...world-wide Society J 
which has been distributing 

the Scriptures since 1816. 
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of New York 


**I am happy to know 
that as long as I live I © 





The Rev. H. K. S. 
of California 
“Ienjoya liberal rate, 
_ and the annuity checks 
come twice a year, 
sn when 


/“The annuity pian 


Provides a permanent 
and convenient in- 
come. I need only to 
deposit the semi-an- 
nual check;*” 
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